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Compulsory Income Management No Good, Anywhere
The Federal Government’s plan to roll-out income management across Australia could have significant impact on the ACT, a new research brief released by the ACT Council of Social Service shows. 
“Income management should not be compulsory – anywhere,” stated Roslyn Dundas, Director of the ACT Council of Social Service. “The Federal Government’s scheme has not delivered in the Northern Territory and the planned roll-out will further stigmatise low-income families.” 

“Our research shows that in excess of 8700 ACT residents could be impacted by the scheme. Up to 50% of their income support payments would then be quarantined, and they will be forced to shop at designated retailers. This will leave many Canberrans with little choice about where to shop, or the capacity to save for events such as school excursions or birthdays. The stigma associated with the scheme is already impacting on NT communities but the Federal Government is refusing to acknowledge this concerning side effect.”

“While our research shows the limited chance of Canberra being selected as an initial ‘identified location’ for compulsory income management, there is a significant likelihood of an associated increase in demand for community services, due to the roll-out regionally. Income recipients from NSW could move to the ACT to escape quarantining, putting more stress on already stretched community resources.” 

“Compulsory income management is not the solution for disengaged youth or long term unemployed. Real strength-based programs supporting individuals and families, such as wrap-around services and early intervention, will produce much better long-term outcomes,” concluded Ms Dundas.
For copies of the report or more information 
please contact Roslyn Dundas, Director
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