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Tackling Tough Transport Topics
The ACT Council of Social Service (ACTCOSS) welcomes the significant funding allocated for public transport in the 2010-11 ACT Budget and calls on the ACT Government to ensure the transport services meet broad community need – now and into the future. 
“The most recent ACT public transport vision we saw didn’t include regular services to and from Canberra’s hospitals. Any expansion to public transport services must recognise the needs of older people, people with disabilities, people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and people on low incomes as those most likely to experience social exclusion through lack of access to transport,” said Director of ACTCOSS Roslyn Dundas.
“Government policies encouraging the uptake of sustainable transport options must consider the impact on people who have less choices and less ability to meet increased costs, such as a rise in parking prices. While the expansion of Redex and similar services are welcome we can’t just focus on peak-time transport issues.” 

“People without adequate access to transport have difficulty accessing employment, education, health and other services, grocery stores, sporting, leisure and cultural activities. There is an established link between lack of access to transport and unemployment, education drop-out and non-attendance at health appointments.”
A recent report by ACTCOSS A Path Less Travelled identifies problems in the fragmentation of transport policy across Government agencies. “Responsibility for transport planning and policy is spread across a range of Government agencies,” Ms Dundas continued. “This fragmentation means no single department is responsible for improving access to work, learning, healthcare, cultural activities and other services. We hope resourcing for a coordination team will result in improvement in this area.” Ms Dundas concluded. 
For more information or comment please contact Roslyn Dundas

Ph: 6202 7200

ACT Council of Social Service Inc.

Level 1, 67 Townshend St, Phillip - PO Box 849 Mawson, ACT 2607
Ph: (02) 6202 7200   Fax: (02) 6281 4192
actcoss@actcoss.org.au   www.actcoss.org.au


_1211027799.doc
[image: image1.png]





Picture in media template.doc




