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Dear Chief Minister 

COVID-19 support to community sector 

Thank you for the Government’s ongoing work to support the ACT and the 

community sector during the current outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

associated lockdown. 

We note the range of actions the Government has taken to support the business 

sector in the ACT such as business support grants and the Small Business Hardship 

Scheme.  

In light of the significant increased demand for services, and the impact of 

restrictions on the community sector’s ability to generate additional funds, we 

request that the Government considers extending additional supports to the 

community sector during this lockdown. Similar measures such as the rent relief 

which the Government provided to the community sector in 2020 would free up 

resources to meet the surge in demand for services, assist in covering the costs of 

PPE and infection control, and other measures to meet the requirements of 

lockdown. 

I have also been in touch with your office and Minister Stephen-Smith regarding 

reconsideration of the indexation level of 1.75% for the ACT Government’s funding to 

the health and community sector. We have seen considerable increases in salary 

costs, superannuation contributions and other obligations, in addition to rent 

increases for community service tenants of ACT Government property over recent 

years. This indexation increase is less than the rising cost of delivering the sector’s 

mailto:actcoss@actcoss.org.au
https://www.actcoss.org.au/
mailto:Barr@act.gov.au


 

ACTCOSS   actcoss.org.au 

 

2 

services and needs to be urgently addressed by Government. We await your 

response, noting the ACT Budget has been delayed until early October.  

A positive response to these issues would be warmly welcomed by the community 

sector in the current circumstances.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Emma Campbell 

Chief Executive Officer 

Email: emma.campbell@actcoss.org.au  
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