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05/2020 

Notice to Detainees 
Weekly update 

 
 
As you may have seen, Canberra is nearing 100 cases of COVID-19, including two tragic 
deaths and across the nation there have been over 6,000 people test positive to the virus, 
although there are some very early signs that suggest the precautions taken by the 
Australian and ACT Governments are slowing the rate and risk of infection. 
   
My priority continues to be the health and wellbeing of those in my care and my staff. 
 
We continue to meet with our health service providers (Justice Health Services and 
Winnunga) as well as the Health Protection Service to refine our planning within the AMC 
to best support you at this time. 
 
On the advice of Health, we have seen more detainees tested for COVID-19 and I can 
confirm that all have tested negative.   We will continue to take an extremely cautious 
approach in testing all detainees who are presenting with flu-like symptoms.  Please make 
sure that you report to staff immediately if you are feeling unwell.   
 
The Australia Government has made further announcements this week of which none 
directly impact the operations within the AMC. Should anything be announced, you will be 
notified in a timely manner. 
 
Earlier, a notification was sent out informing you that the ACTCS is finding it increasingly 
difficult to source and supply high demand cottage self-catering products – this is due to 
the public continuing to panic buy. I would like to reiterate that we are doing our best to 
maintain stock levels and fulfil orders and I would request your patience and 
understanding at this time – we are doing all we can to maintain the service as far as we 
can. 
 
Again, please be reminded to follow the basic steps to maintain your own health: 

• Take responsibility for your own hygiene – wash your hand properly for at least 20-
30 seconds with soap regularly 

• Avoid touching your face as much as possible 



• Maintain social-distancing as far as is possible – i.e. stay at least 1.5 metres away 
from other people 

• Do not hug or shake hands 
• Clean down surfaces properly after eating / using them 
• Sneeze / Cough into your elbow 
• Most importantly if you feel unwell report to staff immediately, secure yourself in 

your room until seen by your health provider. 
 
Should you require further information relating to COVID-19, the ACT COVID-19 website is 
now available to you. 
 
Jon Peach 
Commissioner 
ACT Corrective Services 
9 April 2020 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/

	05/2020
	Notice to Detainees
	Weekly update

