
 

Mr Gordon Ramsay MLA 
Attorney-General of the ACT 
 
By email: RAMSAY@act.gov.au  
 
23 April 2020 
 
Dear Attorney-General 
 

We are writing with regards the ACT Government’s stimulus measures for 
community clubs in the ACT.  

We understand that the ACT Government’s second stimulus package announced on 
2 April 2020, included $3.3m made available to community clubs in the ACT to keep 
staff employed, including $1.8m from the Diversification and Sustainability Support 
Fund. We also understand that a range of other supports including utilities rebates 
and waivers/reductions of tax liabilities and licence fees are also available 
specifically to clubs. Further, we understand that ACT based clubs will be able to 
access additional ACT and federal business supports offered in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis.  

The Canberra Gambling Reform Alliance (CGRA) and ACT Council of Social Service 
(ACTCOSS) recognise that community clubs play an important role in Canberra and 
that the collapse of clubs is not in the interests of our community. We also 
acknowledge the impact that COVID-19 has had on the financial sustainability of 
community clubs and the people they employ.  

As such, CGRA and ACTCOSS understands the rationale for measures extended to 
support the clubs industry. While we have concerns about some of the measures, 
including the waiving of gambling tax for the previous period, if it is tied to the 
ongoing employment of club employees, we acknowledge the broad intention. 

We would particularly like to acknowledge the measure providing gaming machine 
licensees with the opportunity to access a payment of $15,000 per authorisation if 
they voluntarily surrender gaming machine authorisations. This measure provides a 
strong incentive for clubs to divest of this income stream and use this economic 
shock to diversify their revenue base away from products that cause harm to the 
community.  

We ask that you confirm that any surrender of an authorisation is permanent and not 
for the period of the COVID-19 crisis only. We also ask that you consider extending 
this measure beyond the 250 authorisation cap if there is additional interest (and, in 
fact, consider ways to encourage clubs to consider this offer). It is important that, 
when we emerge from this crisis, clubs are prevented from taking a ‘business as 
usual approach’ where risky gambling activity, at levels seen prior to the COVID-19 
crisis, is supported and encouraged.  

Economic activity that was considered by some as acceptable prior to this crisis, 
such as poker machine gambling, will create even greater risks after this crisis, given 
that the community will be suffering ongoing financial hardship and psychological 
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trauma. The potential for harm caused by poker machine gambling will be even 
higher. We ask the ACT Government to continue to consider ways in which the clubs 
sector can be supported to survive this crisis in a manner where its reliance on 
revenue from an activity – proven to create significant harm at an individual, family 
and community level – is significantly reduced. 

CGRA would also like to highlight that, given the amount of public funds provided to 
support community clubs, it is reasonable to expect that clubs will be held to account 
in the use of this funding. This should include: 

- An assurance that public funds will not be used by community clubs to assist in 
the restarting of gambling operations  

- A renewed commitment and plan by community clubs to reduce reliance on 
gambling and minimise gambling harm once clubs reopen given the increasing 
financial and mental vulnerability of Canberrans as a result of the COVID-19 
crisis.  

- Transparency in reporting to ensure public funds have been used appropriately to 
keep staff employed.  

- Ensuring that no other sources of funding (for example Hands Across Canberra 
grant programs or other grant funds), previously not accessible to community 
clubs, be made accessible to them without public consultation. 

CGRA recognises the significant challenge faced by the whole community in 

responding to this unprecedented health and economic challenge.  

We look forward to continuing to engage with the ACT Government on ways we can 

ensure the community emerges from this crisis stronger and more connected. 

Yours sincerely  

 

K. Seselja       

Kate Seselja      Dr Emma Campbell 

Chair, CGRA      CEO, ACTCOSS 

 

 


