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09/2020 

 
Notice to Detainees 

Weekly update 
 
Over the past week, there has been just one new case of COVID-19 identified in the ACT, 
taking the total to 107.  We have seen isolated outbreaks in other jurisdictions which 
continues to reinforce the need to take a cautious approach the easing of any restrictions, 
however I will ensure you are kept up to date of any changes we make which directly 
impact operations within the AMC. 
 
Obviously, I very much appreciate that these are challenging times and I remain extremely 
appreciative of your ongoing patience, your ongoing safety and wellbeing continues to be 
my priority and whilst I am keen that we return to normal operations as soon as 
practicable, I am sure you will understand that this has to be done in a manner that 
continues to maintain your wellbeing. 
 
To date, all detainees within the AMC who have been tested for COVID-19 have returned a 
negative result.  We continue to take the advice of the health experts in managing the 
current situation and in testing all detainees who have been unwell or had flu like 
symptoms.  I continue to encourage you to alert staff immediately if you are unwell.  
 
Self-paced programs 
 
In late April, a range of self-paced program booklets and activity packs were made available 
to detainees through our Programs and Interventions teams.  These activity packs provide 
detainees with additional options to use their time meaningfully, including learning new 
strategies and general enjoyment.  I would like to congratulate the 30 detainees who will 
be receiving certificates of program completion this week, I hope that you have found the 
course both informative and beneficial. 
 
Transitional Release Program  
 
As part of continually reviewing our services, this week we have introduced the use of 
audio-visual technology within the Transitional Release Centre to enable detainees to 
participate in community-based programs.  This is another great initiative that offers 



potential opportunities for detainees to engage in reintegrative and rehabilitative activities 
longer term, I am keen to look at how this could be used across the AMC into the future. 
 
Justice Housing Program  
 
I am extremely pleased to announce that ACT Corrective Services have now commenced 
the Justice Housing Program (JHP).  The JHP has been established to provide limited 
temporary accommodation options to people involved in the Justice system, who may 
otherwise not have appropriate community-based accommodation.  
  
As part of the ACT Government’s COVID-19 response, this program has been expedited to 
provide bail and post release accommodation options where the availability of 
accommodation is the key contributing factor to having bail or parole denied.   
  
ACTCS is working closely with community-based service providers to run this program; 
CatholicCare Canberra and Goulburn are providing services for the first properties 
available. 
  
For successful applicants, accommodation will be available on a shared basis; participants 
will have their own secure bedroom, however, will be expected to share living spaces, 
bathrooms and kitchens.  Properties will be furnished, and each new participant will 
receive a new mattress, pillows, sheet set, doona and towels.  The community 
organisations engaged by ACTCS will work with participants to find long term sustainable 
accommodation, and to transition out of the Justice Housing Program.  
  
The JHP is now ready to accept referrals for the first stage of the program – for men on 
remand.  This provision will be expanded as further properties come online.  Information 
on this process is being distributed to internal staff, as well as Legal Aid and the Courts.  
  
 
Buy-ups 
 
As mentioned previously, ACTCS is finding it increasingly difficult to source and supply high 
demand products.  I appreciate your patience and would like to reiterate that we are doing 
our best to maintain stock levels and fulfil orders.  
 
It is also important to reiterate that the best precautions that you can take individually to 
maintain your own health are:  
  

• Take responsibility for your own hygiene – wash your hand properly for at least 
2030 seconds with soap regularly   
• Avoid touching your face as much as possible   
• Maintain social-distancing as far as is possible – i.e. stay at least 1.5 metres away 
from other people  
• Do not hug or shake hands   
• Clean down surfaces properly after eating / using them  
• Sneeze / Cough into your elbow   



• Most importantly if you feel unwell report to staff immediately, secure yourself in 
your room until seen by your health provider.  
 

To remain up to date with the latest COVID-19 information, please visit the ACT COVID-19 
website. 
 
Jon  
Jon Peach 
Commissioner 
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