
	

 
2016 ACT Election Priority – Investing Well to Reduce the 
Education Attainment Gap for Students in the ACT 

The Issue – Students not achieving educational attainment: 

On average ACT students perform highly in the schooling system, but the 
averages conceal that this high achievement is intersected by social and/or 
economic disadvantage.  
 
As a result of the diversity within Canberra’s suburbs, most ACT schools have 
small numbers of highly disadvantaged students, rather than disadvantage 
being concentrated in a few schools. 
  
In particular, the ACT has the highest in-school variation linked to student SES 
[socio-economic status] of any Australian jurisdiction – basically, within schools 
across the ACT, students are performing very differently based on their SES 
background. 
  
There is also a lack of partnership and well-targeted investment across 
community services and education. 

The Impact: 

A lack of educational attainment and outcomes is felt not only by those young 
people themselves, but also comes at a high cost to the broader community. It 
is well known that poor educational outcomes are correlated to areas of 
entrenched disadvantage, including homelessness, lack of employment 
opportunities, and engagement with the criminal justice system.  
  
The ACT Government spends money every year in these areas, and others; for 
example in 2014-15, the cost per day, per young person in the Bimberi Youth 
Detention Centre was $5452.1  

The Solution – Community services and schools working together: 

If we want to increase outcomes for disadvantaged students, a whole-of-
community approach to educational inequity is needed. While schools play an 
important role in identifying and supporting young people who are at risk of not 

																																																													

1 http://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2016/community-services/youth-
justice#results 



	

attaining an education, there is another sector which is just as vital - the not-for-
profit community sector. 
  
Children, youth and family services have the skills, knowledge and expertise to 
provide support to schools by working with students to support their educational 
engagement. In addition, community services often already have relationships 
with young people (and their families) who are disengaged or at risk of 
disengaging from education.  
  
Most importantly, community services want to work closer with the Education 
Directorate, schools and teachers to improve educational outcomes for these 
young people. However, they do not currently have the capacity. 
  
In the current funding environment, community services are already stretched 
and many have long waiting lists for their programs. 
  
Initiatives to improve education engagement and attainment are often based on 
the premise that community services will partner with schools and teachers to 
provide additional support and programs where needed. Unfortunately, rarely 
are community organisations funded to provide this support, even when extra 
resourcing has been directed to the Education Directorate, or schools. 

OUR ASK: Matched investment in community services to better partner with 
schools and expand their role in supporting educational attainment of 
disadvantaged students: 
1. Invest in community services to increase capacity to partner with schools and 

provide targeted intensive supports to young people and their families. 

2. Invest in early identification of disadvantage, and support throughout childhood 
and teenage years using long term programs.  

3. Provide social and emotional support and interventions in the early 
childhood and education settings that strengthen peer relationships 

4. Provide targeted support to children and young people, particularly those aged 
8-12, to successfully transition from primary to high school. 

5. Provide case management and group work in schools, and expand resources 
to expand capacity and reach of services who work collaboratively with schools. 

6. Continue to focus investment in supporting students from key equity 
groups, including students from low socio-economic backgrounds; students with 
English as an additional language or dialect; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students; and, students with disability. 

 


