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Canberra comes together for housing:  
an agreed way forward 

 

A joint communique from the ACT property industry, business, community,            
union and professional groups 

A broad band of leading Canberra industry, community, union and professional groups 
have decided it’s time to go on the front foot to improve housing in this city one week 
out from the ACT election.   

Our group is comprised of the people who design, build, manage, live in and advocate 
for the Canberra community.  We came together on Wednesday 5 October 2016 to talk 
about housing policy and provision in Canberra and have set out a shared agenda.  

We have agreed a way forward and we need the political agenda to catch up.  

We are looking for the next ACT Government to work with the members of this group 
to negotiate a Territory wide Housing Strategy that ensures all people in Canberra can 
obtain housing that is affordable, accessible, appropriate, safe and secure.  In a city with a 
high rate of homelessness addressing housing affordability is the only real and sustainable 
way to reduce homelessness in the long term.   

This Housing Strategy should be underpinned by contemporary, fit for purpose Planning 
Regulations.  

Restrictive planning regulations stifle innovation and limit diversity of housing in 
established neighbourhoods. Lack of affordable, diverse, sustainable housing constrains 
economic development and reduces social well-being.   

A single Minister should take responsibility for the Housing Strategy and Planning. 

The Housing Strategy should include the following components: 

1. Developing a strategic planning framework that responds to the diverse 
demographic groups in Canberra, and reviews planning regulations to identify 
ways to increase supply and construction housing choices that meets the needs of 
everyone in our city in terms of price, size, location, form and accessibility.  

It should include: 

• A land release pipeline; 
• Urban infill and densification that acknowledges the existing neighbourhood and 

social fabric and is of high quality design and construction; 
• Access to urban infill sites for community housing developers; 
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• Increasing diversity of housing form, including accessibility and size (e.g, micro-
units); 

• Ensuring social housing is well located and facilitates access to opportunities and 
resources that enable social and economic mobility; and 

• Ensuring the planning process addresses the gap between supply and demand for 
different housing types.   

2. Update and target the Affordable Housing Action Plan to focus activity on key 
market gaps, including through shared equity products, that delivers: 

1. Housing in the lowest income quintile (rents of less than $200 per week prior to 
accessing Commonwealth Rent Assistance); along with 

2. Rental housing in the bottom two quintiles under $350 per week; and  
3. Housing for purchase for which repayments would be less than 30% of the 

income of a person in the second income quintile income. 

Increasing housing expenditure will reduce expenses within other areas of government 
such as the health and justice systems.   

3. A reporting framework that increases transparency of ACT Government 
agencies activities with a consolidated public report specifying each agency's 
contribution to implementing the Affordable Housing Action Plan and how these 
activities have reduced demand for homelessness services and/or increased supply of 
affordable housing.   

We are ready to meet with the incoming Chief Minister following next week’s ACT 
election to negotiate an agreed way forward on housing policy in Canberra.   

Agreed by:  

ACTCOSS      www.actcoss.org.au  

ACT Shelter       www.actshelter.net.au  

Australian Institute of Architects ACT Chapter  www.architecture.com.au  

Canberra Business Chamber      www.canberrabusiness.com   

CHC Affordable Housing     www.chcaffordablehousing.com.au 

Havelock Housing Association    www.havelock.asn.au  

Master Builders Association    www.mba.org.au  

The Property Council     www.propertycouncil.com.au  

Unions ACT       www.unionsact.org.au  
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