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their Elders and recognise the strength and resilience of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We 
celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and ongoing contributions to the ACT community. 

The ACT Council of Social Service Inc. (ACTCOSS) is the peak representative body for not-for-profit 
community organisations, people living with disadvantage and low-income citizens of the Territory.  

ACTCOSS is a member of the nationwide COSS network, made up of each of the state and territory 
Councils and the national body, the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS). 

ACTCOSS’ vision is to live in a fair and equitable community that respects and values diversity and actively 
encourages collaborations that promote justice, equity and social inclusion. 

The membership of the Council includes the majority of community based service providers in the social 
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interested individuals. 
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Snapshot Overview 

The 2017-18 ACT Budget delivers on many of the election commitments that ACTCOSS saw 
as priorities for investment early in the term of government. The community rightly expects 
election promises to be met, especially those to renew ageing infrastructure no longer fit for 
purpose, and deliver growth of service provision to match the growth of the population. The 
investments in health, education, transport, city and suburban renewal and public housing all 
are welcomed.  

We note that even with such significant spending on these items, the community will gain more 
fit for purpose infrastructure, but is unlikely to see adequate growth in supply needed to match 
growth in the population. 

Securing revenue for public expenditure, and ensuring fees, charges and taxes are imposed 
progressively, is deeply important to ACTCOSS. This year the increases in fees and charges 
are modest across most areas of revenue raising. ACTCOSS commends the decision on 
Lease Variation Charges (ensuring windfall gains from changes to planning rules are shared 
by developers and the taxpayer) and the introduction of a vacancy tax for investment 
properties.  

The ongoing reduction in stamp duty at the cheaper end of the home purchase market is a 
useful measure. The balance of revenue raising through this tax reform tips to home owners 
via increases in rates. ACTCOSS supports this rebalancing, with the proviso that if a home 
owner experiences significant financial hardship as a result of rates increases (a risk for 
people on fixed incomes in locations where land values are escalating) then the concessions 
program should be used to mitigate this hardship. We do note the impact on rental changes as 
a result of landlords passing through increased costs to tenants. 

Red tape reduction relevant to community organisations is welcomed, and we look forward to 
further reductions via procurement and funding administration reforms identified as priorities 
by our members. 

We welcome funding for the ACT Government to improve the community’s involvement in 
decision making across government through reforms to consultation and communication 
channels. These reforms should ensure all sectors of the community have the opportunity to 
express their opinion, shape the consideration of key issues and influence final decisions. Our 
aim should be to ensure the knowledge and capacity of the people most affected by decisions 
are better enabled to contribute to decision making. Good practice in one part of government 
should be adopted across all portfolios, to ensure a consistent, coherent approach. 

In an economy that is presented as strong, diversifying and with a sustainable growth 
trajectory, there should be room to match investment in universal services, and a number of 
once in a generation infrastructure renewal projects, with investment in essential social 
services that support people not served well by universal systems and infrastructure. This is 
exactly what the Community Shared Statement of priorities for the 2016-2020 term of 
government called for.1 This statement was developed by 20 peak and representative groups 
covering all demographic groups and relevant across all social and economic policy 
responsibilities of the ACT Government. 

We don’t see a plan for guiding investment consistently across transport, housing and urban 
renewal to match the ambition for renewed infrastructure to contribute to reducing deep 
disadvantage and growing Canberra’s human capital. We don’t see a vision to hold back the 
growth of inequality, reduce costs of living, increase and maintain supply of vital community 
services as our population grows or improve amenity for people living on low incomes in the 

                                            
1  ACTCOSS et. al., Community Shared Statement for the ACT 2016 Election, ACTCOSS, 2016, viewed 7 June 2017, 

<http://www.actcoss.org.au/publications/advocacy-publications/community-shared-statement-act-2016-election>. 

http://www.actcoss.org.au/publications/advocacy-publications/community-shared-statement-act-2016-election
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ACT. We don’t see respect for our members as first responders to people facing difficult 
circumstances and adverse life transitions. 

We are struck by the invisibility of community services in the community briefing material 
presented on Budget day. We are the fastest growing labour market in the Territory, a labour 
market that welcomes diversity and provides entry level jobs and a career pathway beyond 
those entry level positions. We build human capital and skills as volunteers, as employees and 
as leaders. 

Community and health services are projected to grow by 16.6% through to 2020 at least. 
Currently these labour markets contribute 24% of jobs growth in the Territory.  

There is modest investment in workforce development in parts of community services, but the 
only substantial business development fund remains that collected via a levy on services 
during the previous five years. Ceasing of the levy is important. But the lack of investment in 
planning and renewal of a growing industry is short sighted and potentially compromises the 
opportunity to grow the export market for community service capability development and 
provision. 

The ACTCOSS Budget submission in December 20162 and our pre-Budget briefing in April 
2017 identified growing inequality and significant gaps in core social services as the most 
critical issues to address in the 2017-18 ACT Budget. It is only when you invest in human 
capital, starting at the bottom, that you get a sustained, real uplift in long term economic 
participation and social inclusion.  

The foundation for a decent life is affordable, accessible, safe housing with security of tenure. 
We do not see any measures that will deliver the scale of growth of housing supply needed in 
the lowest cost end of the market, especially for low income renters not in public housing. This 
is most unexpected given the strong commitment to an affordable housing strategy, growth of 
community housing and reducing homelessness during the election. 

A number of investments have been made in specialised social services unable to meet 
current demand, including homelessness and housing support programs, mental health 
services, justice programs, legal assistance, disability support and child protection. We do not 
expect the funding provided will fully meet demand or turn the tide of demand because there is 
not sufficient focus on prevention, early intervention or support through recovery. 

There are modest investments in multicultural and Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
community needs. But we don’t see authentic and genuine engagement with these 
communities or the people within them most affected by racism, discrimination, exploitation 
and exclusion. Community organisations and leaders are best able to design interventions to 
address these issues and need to be firmly at the centre of decision making and service 
delivery.  

And finally, ACTCOSS members have noted the lack of focus on the wider reform agendas 
that will continue to disrupt services and shape service delivery and funding changes. After 
almost a year of deliberations and consultation, the Productivity Commission released its 
report on expanding competition policy in community service provision. We need timely and 
well planned engagement and investment to ensure that both the sector and government are 
ready to respond to the risks and opportunities presented via these reform agendas.  

The overall assessment by ACTCOSS is that while the Budget checks off a number of election 
promises, the investments made do not meet the community’s expectations about action for 
those who face sustained long term cost of living pressures, face difficult circumstances and 
do not enjoy the benefits of Canberra’s prosperity and liveability.  

                                            
2  ACTCOSS, ACTCOSS Budget Priorities 2017-18, ACTCOSS, 2016, viewed 7 June 2017, 

<http://www.actcoss.org.au/publications/advocacy-publications/submission-actcoss-budget-priorities-2017-18>.  

http://www.actcoss.org.au/publications/advocacy-publications/submission-actcoss-budget-priorities-2017-18
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Note for reading the Budget Snapshot: For each of the directorate summaries, ACTCOSS 
has reproduced the raw data in tables under each chapter. For more detail please refer 
directly to the full ACT Budget 2017-18 papers, available at:  

http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/budget/budget-2017-2018  

The Budget Big Picture 
Indexation for community service funding agreements is set at 2% for 2017-18. 

A visual representation of the sources of revenue and key focus areas for spending is provided 
in Budget Paper 2: Budget in Brief and is copied below. 

Figure: ‘Where our money comes from’, Budget Paper 2: Budget in Brief, p.43. 

 

http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/budget/budget-2017-2018
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Figure: ‘Where our money goes’, Budget Paper 2: Budget in Brief, p.42 (see also Table 2.4.1 below). 

 

 

Table 2.4.1: What your money delivers 

Area of Expenditure 2017-18 $ million % of total $ per 
household 

Health 1,634.4 31 10,300 
Education 1,200.5 23 7,600 
Justice and safety 541.2 10 3,400 
Disability, community services and housing 514.0 10 3,300 
City services 355.5 7 2,300 
Public transport 197.6 4 1,300 
Delivering government services 177.4 3 1,100 
Planning and regulation 174.0 3 1,100 
Economic and financial stewardship 165.9 3 1,000 
Environment, sustainability and land management 165.8 3 1,000 
Events, tourism and investment 147.6 3 900 
Total 5,274.0 100 33,400 

Source: Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate. 
Note: Numbers may not add due to rounding. Expenses by key priority area above do not equal total general government sector 
expenses as they do not include superannuation and other expenses that do not directly correlate to specific functions. 
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Figure: ‘Delivering a better Canberra near you’, Budget Paper 2: Budget in Brief, pp.22-23. 

 
 
Gungahlin ($72.7 million) 
• Gundaroo Drive duplication – Stage 2 ($32.8 

million) 
• Federal Highway and Old Well Station Road 

Intersection upgrade ($1.2 million) 
• Expanding schools in Gungahlin ($26.0 million) 
• Supporting endangered woodlands ($0.2 million) 
• More Walk in Centres ($12.5 million) 

 
Belconnen ($29.1 million) 
• Expanding Belconnen Arts Centre ($15 million) 
• Belconnen High School ($5.9 million) 
• Active Travel – Belconnen bikeway ($4.8 million) 
• Planning for healthcare in Canberra’s north ($3.3 

million) 
• More local parks (Giralang) ($0.1 million) 

 
Central Canberra ($91.1 million) 
• More frontline firefighters – Second crew at Ainslie 

Station ($0.6 million) 
• Improving Manuka Oval broadcast and media 

facilities ($11.6 million) 
• Canberra Brickworks – Access road and Dudley 

Street upgrade (Yarralumla) ($8 million) 
• New health centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Canberrans ($12.1 million) 
• City Renewal Authority – Initial works package 

($21 million) 
• City Renewal Authority – City to the Lake ($37.8 

million) 

Woden, Weston Creek and Molongolo  
($69.9 million) 
• Light Rail Stage 2 – City to Woden – Design and 

procurement ($53.5 million) 
• New school facilities in Molonglo – Early planning 

($0.5 million) 
• Revitalising Woden Library ($3.1 million) 
• Molonglo East-West arterial road – Early planning 

($0.3 million) 
• More Walk in Centres ($12.5 million) 

 
Tuggeranong ($14.3 million) 
• Support for bulk billing GPs ($1.1 million) 
• Revitalising local town centres ($8 million) 
• Monaro Highway upgrade early planning ($2 

million) 
• Improving our capacity to fight bushfires ($3.2 

million) 
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Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic 
Development Directorate 

Overview  
In this year’s Budget speech, the Chief Minister and Treasurer described the Budget as ‘laying 
down an ambitious agenda for renewing Canberra’, noting the aim of ensuring things get 
better for all Canberrans. ACTCOSS welcomes elements of Chief Minister, Treasury and 
Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD) initiatives, but calls for greater ambition to hold 
back the growth of inequality, improve standards of living, reduce costs of living, increase and 
maintain supply of vital community services, and improve amenity for people living on low 
incomes in the ACT. 

As noted in the 2017-18 Budget Statements (B, p.1), CMTEDD plays a critical, central role in 
leading the public sector and working collaboratively within government and with the 
community to achieve positive outcomes. CMTEDD thus plays a vital role in coordinating 
efforts to achieve the goal of a better Canberra for all. This directorate has the potential to 
impact of all of ACTCOSS’ goals identified in our Strategic Plan 2014-18: 

• Standards of living: All people can meet minimum standards of living as defined by 
community norms 

• Human rights: Our laws, institutions and systems enable people to exercise their rights 
and live free from discrimination 

• Support: All people in Canberra can access the right support at the right time and right 
intensity and duration 

• Meaning, choice & control: All people can live a life that has meaning to them, in which 
they have choice and control over the circumstances in which they live 

• Social inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live with dignity and access 
the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and socially 

• Equality and fairness: The prosperity of Canberra is shared fairly, and inequality is 
reduced. 

Of the CMTEDD expense initiatives, ACTCOSS welcomes funding to improve the intersex, 
transgender and gender diverse community’s access to services and address barriers to 
participation in the broader community and to ensure that services meet the needs of LGBTIQ 
people in the community.  

We welcome funding for the ACT Government to improve the community’s involvement in 
decision making across government through reforms to consultation and communication 
channels, including a pilot deliberative democracy project which will pursue policy reform 
opportunities through a citizens’ jury. ACTCOSS supports the co-development of tailored and 
fit for purpose consultative mechanisms, including deliberative democracy strategies. This will 
ensure that the community has a genuine say when developing new legislation or policy 
proposals (not only when developing major projects). This process needs to be undertaken 
openly, without government having a predetermined outcome in mind. We need to take 
lessons from other jurisdictions, especially the need to have a stakeholder or leadership group 
that walks alongside the deliberative democracy project in its implementation. 

ACTCOSS believes that the government should work with people who are already committed 
to finding better ways to build citizen voice and invest in community development, collective 
impact, co-design and citizen jury methodologies. These methods should ensure all sectors of 
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the community have the opportunity to express their opinion, shape the consideration of key 
issues and influence final decisions. Our aim should be to ensure the knowledge and capacity 
of the entire community to participate in decision making is lifted. ACTCOSS is willing to work 
with partners in the community and with government to implement adequately funded and well 
tailored community consultation methodologies. 

ACTCOSS also welcomes measures for more transparent government. 

We welcome the commitment to develop and deliver a dedicated strategy to address the low 
proportion of females in male dominated traditional trades and assist mature age workers to 
upskill and reskill, so they can take advantage of new employment opportunities. ACTCOSS 
agrees that it is important to ensure that there are opportunities for women and mature aged 
workers to upskill, reskill and/or re-enter the workforce. Women and mature age workers who 
have been carers should be a high priority for upskilling and reskilling. 

In recent months, the community sector has raised concerns about increasing delays in staff 
and volunteers receiving Working with Vulnerable People (WWVP) cards. The impact of these 
delays is that potential volunteers are lost in the waiting period and as a result there are 
citizens in the community who are not able to access support that would increase their 
wellbeing. The delays also have implications for new employees who are unable to commence 
in some positions in the sector, affecting their economic circumstances. In view of this, 
ACTCOSS welcomes additional support for the Working with Vulnerable People Scheme to 
ensure that background checks continue to be undertaken in a timely manner. It is to be 
determined whether the budgeted funding – currently allocated over only one year (2017-18) – 
is adequate to address the issue over the long term. 

Among CMTEDD’s Strategic Objectives is ‘economic growth and opportunity, social inclusion 
and an attractive and liveable urban environment’ (Budget Statement B, p.6). In the lead up to 
the 2017-18 ACT Budget, ACTCOSS argued that increased investment in our distinctive and 
diverse community sector, the ACT Government can simultaneously address its social and 
economic objectives – namely social inclusion and economic diversification. We are 
disappointed that this potential is not realised in this year’s Budget through targeted 
investment in the community services sector.  

ACTCOSS believes community services are a driver of increased employment opportunities in 
the ACT and regional economies and should be considered an area of strength. We would 
encourage the ACT Government to recognise and invest in the growth of the ACT community 
services sector because not only do these services provide one of the fastest growing parts of 
the labour market, these services grow human capital in our city and region which also 
contributes to increased labour market participation and economic activity. The ACT 
Government recognised the importance of investing in the community services industry when 
it endorsed the ACT Community Services Industry Strategy 2016-2026.  

This sector was notably absent from the Treasurer’s list of growth industries in the ACT as 
presented at the community Budget lockup. The latest ABS Gross State Product (GSP) 
figures3 show that the health care and social assistance industry grew by 3.5% in the ACT in 
2015-16, accounting for 6.4% of our GSP – a significantly higher contribution than construction 
(4.6%), retail (3.1%), accommodation and food services (3.1%). According to regional 
projections of employment growth by industry, the health care and social assistance industry is 
expected to have the highest rate of growth in the ACT to 2020. This workforce is expected to 
grow by 16.6% from 2015 to 2020 against a projected growth rate of 7.2% for the total ACT 
workforce.  

By 2020, it is expected that employment in the healthcare and social assistance industry will 
account for 11.7% of the total ACT workforce, contributing a quarter (24.6%) of new jobs in the 

                                            
3  CMTEDD, Gross State Product – 2015-16, ABS Cat. No. 5220.0, Brief, CMTEDD, Canberra, 18 November 2016, 

viewed 6 June 2017, <http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/399979/GSP.pdf/_recache>. 

http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/399979/GSP.pdf/_recache
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ACT over the five year period and maintaining its position as the second largest employer 
behind the public administration and safety industry (which is expected to maintain its current 
level of just under 30% of the ACT workforce between 2015 and 2020). 

While the community and health services sector is growing, investments in business 
development have not kept pace and we need to ensure that the sector is able to offer good 
secure jobs as it grows, not precarious and casualised employment.  

We make some general observations: 

• Healthcare and social assistance now makes up 36,400 jobs or 11.4% of the workforce 
and this is projected to increase 

• There is unmet demand in a range of areas (such as occupational therapists and 
domiciliary care) as the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) rolls out 

• There is a growing requirement for staff in community services to hold minimum 
qualifications (such as early childhood education and care) 

• There is a need to invest in the capabilities of the sector as it transitions through shifts in 
policy settings, jurisdiction responsibilities and responds to increasing community 
expectations of quality, innovation and accountability 

• The sector appears to be under-marketed and not well promoted as an entry level job or 
a career 

• There may be opportunities to market the skills and expertise we hold in the ACT (for 
instance as a pilot jurisdiction for individualised funding) in our export and other business 
development programs. 

We should be taking the business development needs of a sector which provides work for over 
11% of the workforce, as seriously as we take business development in other smaller sectors 
like construction (7.6%), professional, scientific and technical services (10.5%) and retail trade 
(7.7%). ACTCOSS recommends that the government’s investments in business development 
include an early focus on business development and work opportunities in the ACT’s growing 
health and community services sector. 

As a central agency, CMTEDD plays a key role in procurement reform. Government 
procurement policies and practices are identified as a key factor impacting on the sustainability 
of the community services sector in the ACT Community Services Industry Strategy 2016-
2026 (the Industry Strategy). We note that the government will extend the Smart Modern 
Strategic Procurement reform program into other areas of government expenditure, including 
property maintenance, medical goods and services, and ICT systems. ACTCOSS seeks a 
specific government commitment to improving community services procurement policy and 
practice through the implementation of the Industry Strategy. 

In relation to Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives, ACTCOSS seeks an alignment between the 
commitment to ‘whole of government data storage and analytics capability with the aim of 
improving services by better linking, sharing and managing data’ and the implementation of 
the Industry Strategy’s priority for developing research, planning and evaluation capability in 
community services. The Industry Strategy seeks that data and information is shared between 
government, the industry and the community for the purposes of planning and advocacy. 

In relation to Revenue Initiatives, ACTCOSS welcomes progressive taxation via the extension 
of land tax to all residential dwellings that are not the owner’s principal place of residence, 
whether they are rented or not from 1 July 2018 – which is aimed at increasing the number of 
residential properties available for rent and therefore helping to put downward pressure on 
living costs. 
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ACTCOSS is disappointed that the fairer revenue initiatives have not been accompanied by 
fairer concessions for low income individuals and households in the ACT. Concessions are a 
vital part of the tax and transfer system, as recognised in the 2012 ACT Taxation Review.4 On 
the eve of the Budget, ACTCOSS released our 2017 Cost of Living Report5 which showed a 
persistent and widening gap between income and living costs for low income households in 
the ACT. The 2017-18 ACT Budget does not address ACTCOSS’ recommendation that the 
concessions scheme offered by the ACT Government needs improvement, including 
expanded access according to need, not age or source of income. 

The gap that ACTCOSS has identified in the current concessions scheme through our cost of 
living analysis is highlighted in the ACT Government’s Cost of Living Statement for the 2017-
18 ACT Budget. The first of five household scenarios provides the example of a low income 
household – Ibrahim, Sadif and their daughter Sareh. This scenario, as reproduced below, 
shows their transport and utilities costs would increase by almost $130 (2.7%) from the 
previous year despite access to ACTION fares and utilities concessions. An additional saving 
of $9.17 on their drivers licence under Rewards for Safe Driving Program would be conditional 
on them having no relevant traffic offences recorded for the previous five years. 

Extract from the ACT Government’s Cost of Living Statement: 

Ibrahim and Sadaf 

Ibrahim and Sadaf are a single income family renting in Monash. They have a household income of 
$65,000 a year and access to Centrelink Health Care cards. Their daughter, Sareh, has a disability and 
the family currently receives support through the Community Services Directorate, their local school 
and other community organisations. Sareh has joined the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS), which commenced in the ACT on 1 July 2014. The NDIS funds reasonable and necessary 
supports including therapies, equipment and home modifications, through a tailored plan of support. 

Table 2.4.2 below shows the costs of taxes, fees and charges, net of concessions, and the change 
from 201617 to 201718 for Ibrahim, Sadaf and Sareh. 

Table 2.4.2 Estimated impact of territory taxes and fees, and utility charges in 2017-18 on Ibrahim 
and Sadaf 

Government 
Taxes, Fees and 
Utility Charges 

Cost net of 
concessions 

Savings Cost Value of 
concessions 

Cost net of 
concessions 

2016-17 to 
2017-18 

Savings 

 2016-17 2016-17 2017-18 2017-18 2017-18 change 2017-18 
 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Transport          

Fees        

Driver licence fee, 
vehicle 
registration, road 
rescue fee, road 
safety 
contribution, CTP 
insurance, CTP 
regulator levy, 
lifetime care and 
support levy and 
ACTION fares 

1,697.49  2,435.48  1,729.23 31.74  

                                            
4  ACT Government, ACT Taxation Review, ACT Government, Canberra, May 2012, viewed 6 June 2017, 

<http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/423409/tax-review-may2012.pdf>. 
5  J Pilbrow, ACT Cost of Living Report, prepared for ACTCOSS, 2017, viewed 7 June 2017, 

<http://www.actcoss.org.au/publications/advocacy-publications/act-cost-living-report-2017>.  

http://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/423409/tax-review-may2012.pdf
http://www.actcoss.org.au/publications/advocacy-publications/act-cost-living-report-2017
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Government 
Taxes, Fees and 
Utility Charges 

Cost net of 
concessions 

Savings Cost Value of 
concessions 

Cost net of 
concessions 

2016-17 to 
2017-18 

Savings 

 2016-17 2016-17 2017-18 2017-18 2017-18 change 2017-18 
 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Concessions        

ACTION fares     706.25     

Savings          

Reduction from 
Rewards for Safe 
Driving 

  9.00       9.17 

Utilities           

Fees        

Electricity, natural 
gas 

3,117.39  3,817.96  3,213.96 96.57  

Concessions        

Utilities Concession       604.00     

Source: Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate. 

TABLE NOTES 

Property 

As the family is renting, they do not pay general rates, the Fire and Emergency Services Levy or the 
Safer Families Levy. 

Transport 

For 201718, transport fees comprise: driver licence fee ($36.68); vehicle registration ($366.20); Road 
Rescue Fee ($25.40); Road Safety Contribution ($2.50); CTP insurance ($556.20); the CTP Regulator 
Levy ($1.00); the Lifetime Care and Support Levy ($35.00); and ACTION fares ($1,412.50). 

For 201718, concessions comprise ACTION’s concession fare ($706.25). The driver is eligible for a 
discount on the cost of their driver licence under the Rewards for Safe Driving Program ($9.17). 

Assumptions 

Fees are calculated on a vehicle with a tare weight of 1,155kg to 1,504kg. The Centrelink Healthcare 
Card provides access to ACTION’s concession fare, with travel twice a day at peak time five days a 
week, reaching the monthly travelling cap of 40 trips. Once the monthly cap is reached, passengers’ 
remaining travel will be free of charge provided they continue to tag on and off with each journey. 

Utilities  

For 201718, utility charges comprise: electricity ($2,089.39) and natural gas ($1,728.57). Concessions 
comprise of the combined Utilities Concession ($604). They received the energy and utility 
concessions ($426.26) in 201617.  

Assumptions 

Consumption per year: electricity (8,700 kWh) and natural gas (51 GJ). No water or sewerage charges 
have been included as the family is renting and it is assumed that the lease specifies that these 
charges are paid by the landlord.  
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Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
            

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic 
Development Directorate 

          

Better care when you need it – More support for the 
Active Living Program 

170 0 0 0 170 

Better care when you need it – Promoting organ and 
tissue donation4 

145 0 0 0 145 

Better services in your community – More 
transparent government 

954 864 NFP NFP 1,818 

Better services in your community – Tough on road 
safety1,2 

32 32 32 32 128 

Better support when it matters – A Gender Agenda 167 167 166 0 500 
Better support when it matters – Helping injured 

employees back into work3 
0 0 0 0 0 

Better support when it matters – Office for LGBTIQ 
Affairs 

340 345 350 354 1,389 

Better support when it matters – Protecting 
vulnerable Canberrans1 

1,651 0 0 0 1,651 

Building a better city – Canberra Brickworks – Access 
road and Dudley Street upgrade 

0 0 0 80 80 

Building a better city – Civic and Dickson office 
accommodation 

0 0 1,915 7,246 9,161 

Building a better city – Delivering light rail safely 353 240 122 0 715 
Building a better city – Indoor sports centres – Early 

planning 
160 0 0 0 160 

Building a better city – Macarthur House Data Centre 
decommissioning program3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Building a better city – Strengthening oversight of 
land development4 

178 181 183 186 728 

More and better jobs – Autonomous Vehicle trial 750 600 0 0 1,350 
More and better jobs – Canberra Theatre Complex 

community consultation 
100 0 0 0 100 

More and better jobs – Ensuring continuity of the 
Human Resources Information Management 
System 

0 110 718 1,196 2,024 

More and better jobs – Ensuring your views are 
heard – Deliberative democracy 

2,111 665 0 0 2,776 

More and better jobs – Growing our creative capital 1,126 1,435 1,435 1,400 5,396 
More and better jobs – Growing the tourism industry 1,275 1,300 1,250 275 4,100 
More and better jobs – Improving infrastructure 

planning and delivery 
1,588 1,627 1,666 0 4,881 

More and better jobs – Improving Manuka Oval 
broadcast and media facilities 

0 700 100 200 400 

More and better jobs – Improving safety and 
integrity in combat sports 

150 154 158 162 624 

More and better jobs – Improving services through 
better data analytics2 

633 0 0 0 633 

More and better jobs – Improving the efficiency of 
government 

350 358 366 0 1,074 

More and better jobs – Making Canberra an even 
better place to study 

750 750 750 750 3,000 

More and better jobs – Reshaping Canberra’s events 
calendar 

1,935 1,865 1,865 1,865 7,530 

More and better jobs – Sporting capital2 1,850 1,710 1,610 350 5,520 
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  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
More and better jobs – Supporting Canberra 

businesses to diversify, grow and innovate 
4,850 3,409 3,418 3,050 14,727 

More and better jobs – Supporting civics education 31 24 17 0 72 
More and better jobs – Supporting major venues1 2,010 700 700 700 4,110 
More and better jobs – Supporting more women into 

trades 
250 250 250 250 1,000 

Smarter government spending – Centralising 
property custodianship 

2,616 484 2,236 4,639 3,775 

Smarter government spending – Reducing 
expenditure on excess staff 

0 3,134 3,211 3,277 9,622 

Smarter government spending – Smart Modern 
Strategic Procurement Reform extension 

1,000 3,500 6,000 6,000 14,500 

Total 27,525 9,716 358 -12,704 24,895 
      

City Renewal Authority      
Building a better city – City Renewal Authority – City 

to the Lake 
0 0 0 350 350 

Building a better city – City Renewal Authority – 
Initial works package 

400 200 200 200 1,000 

Total 400 200 200 550 1,350 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has a capital component; this component (and depreciation if applicable) is listed in the summary table in 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives (Chapter 3.3). 
3. The funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative.  

Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
           

Canberra Institute of Technology           

Better facilities for our students – Improving 
vocational training facilities3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Total 0 0 0 0 0 
      

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 
Directorate 

     

Better services in your community – Tough on road 
safety 

176 0 0 0 176 

Building a better city – Canberra Brickworks – Access 
road and Dudley Street upgrade2 

4,000 4,000 0 0 8,000 

Building a better city – Improving major venues 0 0 0 0 0 
More and better jobs – Expanding Belconnen Arts 

Centre 
1,282 7,417 6,301 0 15,000 

More and better jobs – Improving Manuka Oval 
broadcast and media facilities1,2 

7,700 3,900 0 0 11,600 

More and better jobs – Sporting capital 0 0 0 0 0 
Information and Communication Technology      
Building a better city – Macarthur House Data Centre 

decommissioning program2 
3,200 0 0 0 3,200 

More and better jobs – Ensuring continuity of the 
Human Resources Information Management 
System2 

2,750 5,500 2,750 0 11,000 



 
16 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
More and better jobs – Improving services through 

better data analytics2 
0 0 0 0 0 

More and better jobs – Modernising government ICT 
infrastructure 

2,527 4,853 3,609 4,012 15,001 

Plant and Equipment      
Building a better city – Civic and Dickson office 

accommodation2 
1,045 2,727 23,045 12,727 39,544 

More and better jobs – Improving arts facilities3 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 22,680 28,397 35,705 16,739 103,521 

      
City Renewal Authority      
Building a better city – City Renewal Authority – City 

to the Lake2 
7,500 15,000 14,888 0 37,388 

Building a better city – City Renewal Authority – Initial 
works package2 

2,000 12,000 6,000 0 20,000 

Total 9,500 27,000 20,888 0 57,388 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 
3. The funding for this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative. 

Table 3.4.2: Summary of revenue initiatives by agency 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Revenue initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
            

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic 
Development Directorate 

     

Better services in your community – 
Tough on road safety 

800 1,100 1,100 1,100 4,100 

Better support when it matters – 
Protecting vulnerable Canberrans 

81 0 0 0 81 

Building a better city – Building Levy – 
Improving building quality2 

2,217 2,154 2,193 1,154 7,718 

Fairer revenue – General rates early 
payment discount 1,943 2,089 2,228 2,376 8,636 

Fairer revenue – Land tax on vacant 
properties 

0 2,000 2,000 2,000 6,000 

Fairer revenue – Reducing liquor licence 
fees for small and lowrisk venues 

69 72 75 78 294 

Fairer revenue – Reducing registration 
fees for caravans 

224 230 236 242 932 

More and better jobs – Encouraging 
outdoor dining 

43 44 46 48 181 

More and better jobs – Improving 
Manuka Oval broadcast and media 
facilities 

0 50 100 100 250 

More and better jobs – Supporting 
Canberra’s small and medium clubs2 

1,257 1,326 1,370 1,430 5,383 

More and better jobs – Supporting major 
venues 

350 350 350 350 1,400 

Total 3,798  6,071  6,244  5,282  21,395  

Notes: 
1. The revenue impact is difficult to predict with certainty, as the Lease Variation Charge is a volatile revenue line. 
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2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 

Table 5.2.2: Summary of the 2017-18 Budget Capital Works Program 

Agency Financing 
2017-18 

$’000 

Financing 
2018-19 

$’000 

Financing 
2019-20 

$’000 

Financing 
2020-21 

$’000 

Total 
Investment 

$’000 
       

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic 
Development Directorate 

     

New Capital Works  24,698 28,397 35,705 16,739 105,539 
Better Infrastructure Fund 7,418 7,603 7,794 7,988 30,803 
WorksinProgress  68,402 56,596 13,244 2,244 140,486 
Total 100,518 92,596 56,743 26,971 276,828 

Note: Numbers may not add due to rounding. 

Selected Initiatives 

New Expense Initiatives 

Better care when you need it – More support for the Active Living Program 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 170 0 0 0 170 

The Government will provide a oneoff grant to the Heart Foundation ACT for the Active Living 
Program in 201718. The Active Living Program assists in providing better connections, and a safer, 
smarter, more attractive and sustainable city, which supports Canberrans to move more and 
prevent overweight and obesity and the associated risk of chronic diseases. 

Better care when you need it – Promoting organ and tissue donation 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Chief Minister, Treasury and 
Economic Development 
Directorate – Expenses 

145 0 0 0 145 

Health Directorate – Expenses 50 50 50 0 150 
Net Expenses 195 50 50 0 295 

The Government will encourage more organ and tissue donation by making it easier for 
Canberrans to register to become organ donors and raising awareness of the lifesaving 
contribution donors can make. The Government will also establish a memorial garden at the 
National Arboretum Canberra in partnership with Gift of Life. The expenses for the Health 
Directorate component will be offset by the Central Health Provision.  
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Better services in your community – More transparent government 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 954 864 0 0 1,818 
Provision – Expenses 0 0 NFP NFP NFP 
Net Expenses 954 864 NFP NFP 1,818 

The Government will increase the funding provided to the ACT Ombudsman to support reforms 
stemming from recent legislative changes to the Freedom of Information Act 2016. A provision will 
be established for funding in 201920 and 202021, with a review in 201819 to determine the 
ongoing funding requirements for this service. 

Better support when it matters – A Gender Agenda 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 167 167 166 0 500 

The Government will provide additional service funding to ‘A Gender Agenda’ to improve the 
intersex, transgender and gender diverse community’s access to services and address barriers to 
participation in the broader community. 

Better support when it matters – Helping injured employees back into work 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 150 350 450 450 1,400 
Offset – Expenses 150 350 450 450 -1,400 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will provide a return to work and retraining program aimed at reducing work 
absences from injury and illness. The cost of this program will be met by reprioritising existing 
resources. 

Better support when it matters – Office for LGBTIQ Affairs 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 340 345 350 354 1,389 

The Government will provide additional funding for the Office for LGBTIQ Affairs to ensure that 
Canberra is the most LGBTIQfriendly city in Australia. The Office will promote inclusive events and 
work across government to ensure that services meet the needs of LGBTIQ people in the 
community, as well as providing secretariat support for the LGBTIQ Ministerial Advisory Council. 

Better support when it matters – Protecting vulnerable Canberrans 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,651 0 0 0 1,651 
Associated Revenue 81 0 0 0 81 

The Government will provide additional support for the Working with Vulnerable People Scheme 
to ensure that background checks continue to be undertaken in a timely manner. A review of the 
Scheme will be finalised in 201718. The associated revenue relates to increased fee revenue as 
more Working with Vulnerable People checks are undertaken. 
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More and better jobs – Ensuring your views are heard – Deliberative democracy 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 2,111 665 0 0 2,776 

The Government will improve the community’s involvement in decisionmaking across 
government through reforms to consultation and communication channels. This will include a pilot 
deliberative democracy project which will pursue policy reform opportunities through a citizens’ 
jury. 

More and better jobs – Improving infrastructure planning and delivery 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,862 1,627 1,666 0 5,155 
Offset – Expenses 274 0 0 0 -274 
Net Expenses 1,588 1,627 1,666 0 4,881 

The Government will continue to support the costeffective and innovative delivery of major 
infrastructure projects through continued funding for the Infrastructure Finance and Advisory 
Division within the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate. This Division 
has responsibility for providing advice on complex infrastructure procurements. 

The Division will also undertake an asset management and optimisation scoping exercise in 
201718 to assess the Territory’s future infrastructure needs, with costs to be partly offset by 
reprioritising existing resources. 

More and better jobs – Supporting Canberra businesses to diversify, grow and innovate 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 4,850 3,409 3,418 3,050 14,727 

The Government will continue to advance its business development strategy Confident & Business 
Ready: Building on Our Strengths to grow and diversify Canberra’s economy. This initiative 
includes funding for a range of high impact innovation programs, key industry sector 
development, Canberra brand marketing and outreach, trade and investment facilitation, and the 
Office for International Engagement. 

More and better jobs – Supporting more women into trades 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 250 250 250 250 1,000 

The Government will develop and deliver a dedicated strategy to address the low proportion of 
females in maledominated traditional trades and assist matureage workers to upskill and re
skill, so they can take advantage of new employment opportunities.  
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Smarter government spending – Smart Modern Strategic Procurement Reform extension 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,000 1,000 0 0 2,000 
Savings – Expenses 0 4,500 6,000 6,000 -16,500 
Net Expenses 1,000 -3,500 -6,000 -6,000 -14,500 

The Government will extend the Smart Modern Strategic Procurement reform program into other 
areas of government expenditure, including property maintenance, medical goods and services, 
and ICT systems. The savings relate to more efficient spending on goods and services by 
directorates, and will be allocated in the 201718 Budget Review.  

Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives 

More and better jobs – Improving services through better data analytics 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Associated Expenses 633 0 0 0 633 

The Government will maintain its whole of government data storage and analytics capability with 
the aim of improving services by better linking, sharing and managing data. 

Revenue Initiatives 

Fairer revenue – General rates early payment discount 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Revenue 1,943 2,089 2,228 2,376 8,636 

The Government will reduce the general rates early payment discount to 1 per cent from 
1 July 2017. The discount applies to property owners who pay their general rates and Fire and 
Emergency Services Levy assessments in full by the first due date. The decrease reflects the 
current environment of low inflation and low interest rates. 

Fairer revenue – Land tax on vacant properties 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Revenue 0 2,000 2,000 2,000 6,000 

From 1 July 2018 the Government will extend land tax to all residential dwellings that are not the 
owner’s principal place of residence, whether they are rented or not. Under the current system, 
land tax is only charged on residential properties that are rented or owned by a company or a 
trust. This initiative is aimed at increasing the number of residential properties available for rent 
and therefore helping to put downward pressure on living costs. 

Revenue associated with expense initiatives 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Better support when it matters – 
Protecting vulnerable Canberrans 

81 0 0 0 81 

Refer to Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2) for more information. 
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Community Services Directorate and Housing ACT 

Overview  
Community services and housing are critical elements in addressing the social determinants of 
health and contribute to ACTCOSS’ vision of a fair and equitable ACT community and align 
with the following goals in our Strategic Plan 2014-18: 

• Standards of living: All people in Canberra can meet minimum standards of living as 
defined by community norms 

• Support: All people in Canberra can access the right support, at the right time, and right 
intensity and duration 

• Human rights: Our laws, institutions and systems enable people to exercise their rights 
and live free from discrimination 

• Meaning, choice and control: All people can live a life that has meaning to them, in which 
they have choice and control over the circumstances in which they live 

• Social inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live life with dignity and 
access the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and 
socially. 

Community Services Measures  

ACTCOSS welcomes continued implementation of A Step Up for Our Kids as well as a trial of 
family group conferencing for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children at risk of 
ongoing involvement with child and youth protection services. Steps to address the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children in the child protection 
and out of home care system are welcome.  

Existing resources will be used to support new and emerging Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander controlled organisations through the provision of seed funding grants in recognition of 
the important role they play in delivering positive outcomes for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. This initiative is welcome, but we expect will need sustained and more 
substantial funding over time.  

In the Community Shared Statement of priorities for the 2016-2020 term of the ACT 
Government clear advice was provided regarding initiatives such as this: There is a need to 
build and sustain independent non-government organisations that enable self-determination 
and community control. These organisations, especially Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander Community Controlled Organisations, should have the capacity and authority to hold 
services and decision makers to account, and advocate for policies and services that meet 
community needs. 

ACTCOSS welcomes the establishment of an Office for Disability. ACTCOSS expects that the 
office will have adequate resources and maximise capacities within government to draw on 
consumer expertise. A key focus area should be concerted, coordinated activity across 
government directorates to improve disability access in places and spaces, goods, information 
and services. This might include community transport, access to public transport (bus and light 
rail), public events and amenities, shopping centres, health centres, schools and other 
education settings. 

We note the government’s intention to highlight these issues through the Disability Reference 
Group. ACTCOSS would stress that this reference group needs to be constituted according to 
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the expectations of people with disability, and adequately resourced to undertake their role as 
advisor to the ACT Government as well as provide broader oversight of implementation of the 
National Disability Strategy in the ACT. 

We note the establishment of an Office of Senior Practitioner and work on restrictive practices. 
All work on restrictive practices should occur within a human rights framework; be developed 
in consultation with Disabled Peoples Organisations; and work from a presumption of the 
elimination of restrictive practices in Canberra. 

The Disability Justice Strategy is a welcome cross-directorate initiative that recognises that 
people with disability are overrepresented in the justice system, both as victims and offenders, 
and face cross cutting barriers in the civil and criminal justice systems. We note the intention 
to fund from existing resources but the strategy needs to be sustainably funded over time.  

The strategy needs to work to address and reduce the overall representation of people with 
disability in the justice system including setting benchmarks to identify and address the 
representation of people with cognitive and intellectual disability in justice settings.  

We welcome transition funding for SHOUT. However, we note that the government needs to 
make an ongoing commitment to supporting foundational social infrastructure in our city in a 
range of areas including: support for self-help groups; information and referral services for 
people with disability and chronic illness; bespoke aids and equipment and other services 
which cannot be provided within a National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) model; an 
Information, Linkages and Capacity-building (ILC) project-based model; or for people who do 
not have an individualised NDIS funding package.  

We note the provision of Disability Access Grants to fund training, increased awareness and 
infrastructure modifications for community organisations. However, there is need for ongoing 
sustainable work to ensure that planning for spaces and places around Canberra meet 
disability access standards. The implementation of this program should be targeted and 
developed in conjunction with disability voice organisations to ensure that it is effective and 
impactful.  

ACTCOSS welcomes the government’s commitment to implement an ACT Carers Strategy but 
notes the importance of investment into this overarching strategy. Within its Budget 
submission, Carers ACT reiterated and ACTCOSS supports the following priority areas: 

• Increased identification, community awareness and information 

• Inclusion as partners in care 

• Increased employment and education participation 

• Improved health and wellbeing 

• Improved evidence base. 

ACTCOSS acknowledges the additional funding for the Bimberi Youth Justice Centre, but 
notes the need for greater investment in ongoing sustainable programs for young people in the 
centre.  

ACTCOSS welcomes the government’s commitments to create job support for new refugees 
and asylum seekers as well as providing English language programs. This should include 
supporting young people to retain competency in their home language as well as supporting 
proficiency in English language.  

However, this is a modest and narrow investment in improved services for the multicultural 
community. In the Community Shared Statement of priorities for the 2016-2020 term of the 
ACT Government clear advice was provided regarding multicultural community priorities: 
defending multiculturalism, build on multicultural celebrations, take action to engage at grass 
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roots, build broad community acceptance with understanding, and address racism and 
exploitation. 

ACTCOSS believes that we need to prioritise investment in community development and 
community facilities and that investments in community infrastructure are not keeping pace 
with growth in new suburbs.  

A range of reforms and transition processes are also seeing a growth in the scope of work for 
community development workers without growing their funding or the facilities that the 
community needs to accommodate them.  

Two examples are the under resourcing and under investment in Ramadan Community Radio 
and the need to restore funding for community meeting facilities at Reid and Oaks Estate.  

Investment to reduce unmet demand for care and protection services is vital and supported. 
There is a need for a review of the progress of the Step Up For our Kids initiative, increased 
investment in prevention and family support and improving compliance with the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander child placement principles. A failure to invest in these measures will 
continue the trend of growing unmet demand and increased tertiary level interventions in child 
protection and trauma recovery. 

Housing Measures  
ACTCOSS has called for a funded whole of government housing strategy that would address 
burgeoning inequality and the drag on the Canberra economy caused by the lack of affordable 
housing in this city with annual reporting, funding for housing advocacy and action to create 
affordable and accessible supply (including a $100 million investment from current government 
bonds to create an investment fund for community housing), and action on universal design 
and energy efficiency in rental housing as promised by the government in its Parliamentary 
Agreement.  

Calls for a strategy on housing affordability have garnered broad community support including 
from business, unions, planners and the community sector who issued a communique one 
week out from the last ACT Election. We were pleased to see agreement from the government 
to a housing affordability strategy prior to the election. We are disappointed that the ACT 
Budget does not include significant investments toward the housing affordability strategy.  

ACTCOSS welcomes the modest funding increases in homelessness specialist support 
services, particularly the commitment to professional development and service delivery 
enhancement to support a trauma informed practice response across the service system. 
Research by the housing and homelessness policy consortia identified this as a critical need.  

We are disappointed that this Budget does not include work to increase the take-up and 
adoption of universal housing design.  

The Parliamentary Agreement included a suite of commitments to encourage universal 
housing design and we are disappointed not to see these addressed in this budget. Universal 
design is sensible and sustainable to address gaps in supply for people with disability and 
older Canberrans, to keep people out of acute care and to avoid expensive retrofitting 
processes later on.  

We broadly welcome the planning for a second Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander older 
persons housing facility and an additional Common Ground facility, but note the need for wider 
systemic action for housing affordability. 
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Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Community Services Directorate      
Better support when it matters – Caring for our 

children and young people 
10,513 10,832 11,156 11,295 43,796 

Better support when it matters – Children and Young 
People Death Review Committee 

211 231 219 222 883 

Better support when it matters – Disability Access 
Grants 

50 50 50 50 200 

Better support when it matters – Disability Justice 
Strategy3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better support when it matters – Growing healthy 
families 

502 0 0 0 502 

Better support when it matters – More support for 
refugees and new migrants 

334 343 353 362 1,392 

Better support when it matters – More support for 
SHOUT 

70 0 0 0 70 

Better support when it matters – Office of the Senior 
Practitioner 

334 521 478 488 1,821 

Better support when it matters – Recognising 
Canberra’s carers 

56 56 38 0 150 

Better support when it matters – Strengthening the 
Bimberi Youth Justice Centre 

525 526 528 530 2,109 

Better support when it matters – Support for new 
and emerging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
organisations3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better support when it matters – Supporting the 
NDIS in the ACT 

536 546 557 568 2,207 

Total 13,131 13,105 13,379 13,515 53,130 
      
Housing ACT      
Better support when it matters – Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people older persons 
housing and Common Ground 

350 0 0 0 350 

Better support when it matters – Planning for social 
housing 

350 0 0 0 350 

Better support when it matters – Strengthening 
homelessness services 

1,554 1,573 1,597 1,621 6,345 

Better support when it matters – Strengthening 
specialist homelessness and housing support 
services 

525 225 125 125 1,000 

Total 2,779 1,798 1,722 1,746 8,045 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has a capital component; this component (and depreciation if applicable) is listed in the summary table in 3. 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives (Chapter 3.3). 
3. The funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative.  
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Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
           

Canberra Institute of Technology           

Better facilities for our students – Improving 
vocational training facilities3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Total 0 0 0 0 0 
      

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 
Directorate 

     

Better services in your community – Tough on road 
safety 

176 0 0 0 176 

Building a better city – Canberra Brickworks – Access 
road and Dudley Street upgrade2 

4,000 4,000 0 0 8,000 

Building a better city – Improving major venues 0 0 0 0 0 
More and better jobs – Expanding Belconnen Arts 

Centre 
1,282 7,417 6,301 0 15,000 

      
Community Services Directorate      
Better support when it matters – Bimberi Youth 

Justice Centre communications 
326 0 0 0 326 

Better support when it matters – Child Youth 
Protection System Critical Information Migration 

700 0 0 0 700 

Better support when it matters – Improving 
community facilities3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1,026 0 0 0 1,026 
 

Selected Initiatives 

Community Services Directorate – Expense Initiatives 

Better support when it matters – Caring for our children and young people 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses – Out of Home Care 8,062 8,336 8,615 8,717 33,730 
Expenses – Child Protection System 2,451 2,496 2,541 2,578 10,066 
Net Expenses 10,513 10,832 11,156 11,295 43,796 

The Government will strengthen support for vulnerable children and young people by providing 
increases to funding for child protection and out of home care services. The Government will also 
support a taskforce for one year to monitor the impact of reforms and will review interstate 
arrangements and policy settings to optimise outcomes for children, young people and their 
families.  



 
26 

Better support when it matters – Children and Young People Death Review Committee 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 211 231 219 222 883 

The Government will continue to support the Children and Young People Death Review 
Committee. The Committee reviews all child deaths in the ACT, identifies emerging patterns and 
trends, and undertakes research and makes recommendations aimed at preventing child deaths. 

Better support when it matters – Disability Access Grants 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 50 50 50 50 200 

The Government will support greater social inclusion of people with disability by providing grants 
to fund training, increased awareness, and infrastructure modifications for community 
organisations. 

Better support when it matters – Disability Justice Strategy 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 150 152 0 0 302 
Offset – Expenses 150 152 0 0 -302 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will develop a Disability Justice Strategy to ensure that people with disability are 
treated equally before the law and in the justice system. This initiative will be funded from within 
existing resources in the Community Services and Justice and Community Safety Directorates. 

Better support when it matters – Growing healthy families 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 502 0 0 0 502 

The Government will continue to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, families 
and communities with a range of culturally specific, safe and informed services in the areas of 
health, early childhood development and parenting. 

Better support when it matters – More support for refugees and new migrants 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 334 343 353 362 1,392 

The Government will help new migrants looking to enter the workforce by expanding english 
language programs and providing a job brokering service for refugees and asylum seekers. 

Better support when it matters – More support for SHOUT 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 70 0 0 0 70 

The Government will support Self Help Organisations United Together Inc (SHOUT) to establish a 
sustainable model for its services, allowing it to continue to support community organisations. 
Future funding will be determined once SHOUT has finalised its work to develop a sustainable 
service delivery model. 



 
27 

Better support when it matters – Office of the Senior Practitioner 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 334 521 478 488 1,821 

The Government will establish the position of the ACT Senior Practitioner to provide oversight of 
the use of restrictive practices and work towards reducing and eliminating their use in the 
disability services sector. 

Better support when it matters – Recognising Canberra’s carers 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 106 56 38 0 200 
Offset – Expenses 50 0 0 0 -50 
Net Expenses 56 56 38 0 150 

The Government will provide administrative and financial support to develop and implement an 
ACT Carers’ Strategy in partnership with Carers ACT, to recognise the valuable contribution carers 
make to the community. The strategy will guide policy development and delivery of Government 
and communityled programs and activities. This initiative will be partially funded by reprioritising 
existing resources. 

Better support when it matters – Strengthening the Bimberi Youth Justice Centre 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 525 526 528 530 2,109 

The Government will support the Bimberi Youth Justice Centre to meet capacity requirements and 
ensure the continued safety and wellbeing of children and young people who are on remand or 
have been sentenced to detention. 

Better support when it matters – Support for new and emerging Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander organisations 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Expenses 25 25 25 25 100 
Offset – Expenses 25 25 25 25 -100 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will support new and emerging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander controlled 
organisations through the provision of seed funding grants in recognition of the important role 
they play in delivering positive outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This 
initiative will be offset from within the Community Services Directorate’s existing resources. 

Better support when it matters – Supporting the NDIS in the ACT 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 536 546 557 568 2,207 

The Government will support ongoing policy and oversight responsibilities related to the 
implementation of the National Disability Insurance Scheme within the Office for Disability. 



 
28 

Community Services Directorate – Infrastructure initiatives  

Better support when it matters – Bimberi Youth Justice Centre communications  
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 326 0 0 0 326 
Depreciation 0 39 39 39 117 

The Government will replace the existing Bimberi Youth Justice Centre analogue radio system with 
a digital radio network. 

Better support when it matters – Child Youth Protection System Critical Information 
Migration 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Capital 700 0 0 0 700 
Depreciation 0 100 100 100 300 

The Government will transfer critical child protection information to a new Client Management 
System to improve integration and coordination of client data to support decision making. 

Better support when it matters – Improving community facilities 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 395 405 415 426 1,641 
Offset – Capital 395 405 415 426 -1,641 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will undertake external area upgrades and facilities improvement works at 
Bimberi Youth Justice Centre, the Child Development service in Holder, and Child and Family 
Centres in Gungahlin, Tuggeranong and West Belconnen. This initiative will be funded through the 
Better Infrastructure Fund. 

Housing – Expense Initiatives  

Better support when it matters – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people older 
persons housing and Common Ground 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 350 0 0 0 350 

The Government will undertake early planning to identify options for the design, location, and 
construction of a second Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander older persons housing facility and an 
additional Common Ground facility. These initiatives will consider the supply of supportive and 
affordable housing options.  
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Better support when it matters – Planning for social housing 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 350 0 0 0 350 

The Government will undertake planning to inform the future design of accommodation and 
support requirements for clients with high and complex needs. This will focus on social inclusion, 
life outcomes and wellbeing for vulnerable individuals who are at significant risk of homelessness. 

Better support when it matters – Strengthening homelessness services 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,554 1,573 1,597 1,621 6,345 

The Government is continuing to support homelessness services under the National Housing and 
Homelessness Agreement to enhance social inclusion and improve the life outcomes and 
wellbeing of people experiencing homelessness, or at risk of doing so.  

Better support when it matters – Strengthening specialist homelessness and housing 
support services 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 525 225 125 125 1,000 

The Government will strengthen specialist homelessness and housing support services to improve 
the support provided to vulnerable groups in the community. This will be achieved through a 
homelessness summit, investing in professional development and training for the specialist 
homelessness sector, providing further support to the Uniting Care Early Morning Centre, and 
developing a systemwide, trauma informed approach to homelessness support services. 
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Education Directorate 

Overview  
Education is recognised as one of the key social determinants of health and has a direct 
influence on a person’s employment opportunities, participation in the community and social 
inclusion. 

Reducing the gap in education attainment for students in the ACT remains an important focus 
area for ACTCOSS, and aligns with the following goals in our Strategic Plan 2014-18: 

• Support: All people in Canberra can access the right support, at the right time, and right 
intensity and duration 

• Meaning, choice and control: All people can live a life that has meaning to them, in which 
they have choice and control over the circumstances in which they live 

• Social inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live life with dignity and 
access the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and 
socially 

• Equality and fairness: The prosperity of Canberra is shared fairly, and inequality is 
reduced. 

The most significant investment in the 2017-18 ACT Budget in the education portfolio is $85 
million over four years for better infrastructure in local public schools. We understand this will 
include new learning spaces, toilets and change rooms, and heating and cooling upgrades. 
The government will also deliver $5.9 million over two years for refurbishments to Belconnen 
High School, including technology areas and outdoor learning and teaching environments. 
Ensuring public school facilities meet students’ needs is vital. It is important that students in all 
areas of Canberra are able to access modern, well serviced schools in their local area.  

Schools in Gungahlin will also receive $24 million over four years to expand their capacity to 
meet the district’s growing population. The area has recently seen rapid population growth, set 
to increase by 19% by 2020; therefore it is imperative local schools can meet the needs of 
Gungahlin’s students and wider community. We encourage the government to consult local 
families and communities throughout this process, to ensure the expansion of existing schools 
and establishment of new schools will effectively meet the needs of all students. We welcome 
the government’s commitment to ensure public school facilities are accessible and valuable to 
the wider community, and their recognition of schools as community hubs. 

This Budget sees the allocation of $2.36 million over four years for the first five school 
psychologists to be introduced into Canberra’s public school system. ACTCOSS has 
campaigned extensively on this issue, calling for more school specialised staff who can 
provide social and emotional wellbeing interventions, in accordance with the recommendation 
made in Schools for All Children & Young People: Report of the Expert Panel on Students with 
Complex Needs and Challenging Behaviour. However, ACTCOSS is aware that as the 
psychologists will be employed by Education, they will not be available outside school hours or 
during school holidays. Supporting access to mental health services for children and young 
people requires psychologists and counsellors to be integrated into community based settings, 
not only employed through schools. Although we hope this measure will increase support for 
students’ health and wellbeing, we are disappointed by the failure to deliver on our request for 
matching funds to non-school based services.  

ACTCOSS readily welcomes $3 million in additional funding to cater for students with a 
disability. We do note, however, these funds are for only one year. Education equity has been, 
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and continues to be, a central component of ACTCOSS’ advocacy. Focusing investment to 
support disadvantaged students, particularly students with disability, is integral to ensuring our 
education system is inclusive and enables all students to reach education attainment 
benchmarks.  

We also welcome the commitment of $546,000 over two years for the Future of Education 
program, to support a community wide consultation and policy development process to map 
out an equitable education system. We hope that the government will prioritise community 
based organisations and services in this process, and we note that it is necessary for the 
government to invest in community services to increase their capacity to participate. An 
equitable education system requires substantive, holistic engagement from a range of 
stakeholders, including those outside the education sector. 

The $400,000 in funding for the Safe Schools program to meet the gap left by the 
Commonwealth will improve the capacity of schools to provide advice and support to same 
sex attracted, intersex, and gender diverse students and their families. ACTCOSS strongly 
believes schools should be supportive environments inclusive of all children and young 
people, and this program will work to increase student wellbeing. Active inclusion is not only 
beneficial for LGBTQI students, staff and families; it sends a positive message of inclusion to 
the wider community. 

We also welcome $16.1 million funding for 66 school assistants in public schools, to support 
and reduce administrative workload for teachers. We would expect that there is active 
monitoring of the impact of this measure and to what extent it increases student access to face 
to face time with teaching staff. 

ACTCOSS is again disappointed that the needs of young people aged 8 to 12 showing low 
educational attainment have not been specifically met in this Budget. Supporting students at 
this age to successfully transition from primary to high school is a key investment in early 
identification of barriers to reaching education attainment benchmarks and reducing education 
disadvantage associated with out of school demands and risks.  

We are also disappointed by the lack of specific focus on supporting students from a variety of 
key equity groups, such as: Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students; students from 
low socioeconomic backgrounds; and students with English as an additional language or 
dialect. These groups have been attended to in the government’s Student Resource Allocation 
Program, but we have not yet seen whether and how the communities who support these 
students and the services that work with them outside of school will be funded as partners in 
addressing their needs in school.  

As the government has not adequately invested in educational attainment for students who 
face disadvantage, ACTCOSS fails to see the necessity of the provisioned $17.16 million over 
four years to ensure all public school students in Years 7 and 10 have access to electronic 
devices. While we note that current practices in some Canberra schools that require children 
to ‘bring their own device’ discriminate against low income students, this measure greatly 
overreaches in providing devices to all students. Resourcing for this measure could have been 
better used increasing access to devices and data for the smaller group of students who 
experience disadvantage.  

The 2017-18 Budget has delivered substantial funding to the universal programs in education 
that will benefit all students. There are some targeted investments that are vital and welcomed. 
ACTCOSS and other groups advocating for equity in education will advocate for the Future of 
Education program to prioritise more investment and better support for the students who are 
not meeting education attainment benchmarks, their families and their supports equally within 
and outside of school settings. 
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Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Education Directorate           

Better schools for our kids – Expanding schools in 
Gungahlin 

     

Better schools for our kids – Future of education 
community conversation 

     

Better schools for our kids – Investing in our teachers 
– STEM and language scholarships3 

27 239 673 948 1,887 

Better schools for our kids – More support for 
teachers 

335 211 0 0 546 

Better schools for our kids – New school facilities in 
East Gungahlin – Early planning 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better schools for our kids – Safe Schools program 1,929 3,953 4,083 4,216 14,181 
Better schools for our kids – Safe workplaces for 

teachers, educators and support staff3 
250 0 0 0 250 

Better schools for our kids – School psychologists 50 50 50 50 200 
Better schools for our kids – Supporting students 

with disability 
0 0 0 0 0 

Total 327 663 677 692 2,359 
 3,000 0 0 0 3,000 

 5,918 5,116 5,483 5,906 22,423 

Notes:  
3. This funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 

Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Education Directorate      

Better schools for our kids – Belconnen High School 1,628 4,272 0 0 5,900 
Better schools for our kids – Expanding schools in 

Gungahlin2 
6,972 7,300 6,200 3,600 24,072 

Better schools for our kids – Narrabundah College and 
Campbell Primary School5 

1,200 NFP NFP NFP 1,200 

Better schools for our kids – New school facilities in 
Molonglo – Early planning 

500 0 0 0 500 

Better school for our kids – Nongovernment school 
infrastructure upgrades3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better schools for our kids – Public school 
infrastructure upgrades 

5,766 5,792 5,710 5,717 22,985 

Better schools for our kids – Technologyenabled 
learning 

4,033 4,053 4,428 4,652 17,166 

Total 20,099 21,417 16,338 13,969 71,823 

Notes:  
2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 
3. The funding for this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative. 
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Table 5.2.2: Summary of the 2017-18 Budget Capital Works Program 

Agency Financing 
2017-18 

$’000 

Financing 
2018-19 

$’000 

Financing 
2019-20 

$’000 

Financing 
2020-21 

$’000 

Total 
Investment 

$’000 
Education Directorate       

New Capital Works  10,550 11,572 6,200 3,600 31,922 
Better Infrastructure Fund 20,700 21,100 21,400 21,800 85,000 
WorksinProgress  57,928 22,807 5,861 5,861 92,457 
Total 89,178 55,479 33,461 31,261 209,379 

Selected Initiatives 

Expense Initiatives 

Better schools for our kids – Future of education community conversation 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 335 211 0 0 546 

The Government will facilitate a community conversation to explore how education can be best 
delivered to meet the needs of the next generation of students and better prepare them for the 
workforce. This initiative will also consider how we can best prepare children to learn through 
their early years. 

Better schools for our kids – More support for teachers 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 3,857 3,953 4,083 4,216 16,109 
Offset – Expenses 1,928 0 0 0 -1,928 
Net Expenses 1,929 3,953 4,083 4,216 14,181 

The Government will provide increased support to teachers in public schools to reduce 
administrative workload and enable a stronger focus on students and teaching. This initiative 
provides for increased school assistants in public schools and is partially funded from within 
existing resources. 

Better schools for our kids – Safe Schools program 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 100 100 100 100 400 
Offset – Expenses 50 50 50 50 -200 
Net Expenses 50 50 50 50 200 

The Government will support all ACT schools to actively include same sex attracted, intersex and 
gender diverse students, staff and families. The program will improve the capacity of schools to 
provide advice and support to students and their families and will be partially funded from within 
existing resources. 
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Better schools for our kids – School psychologists 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 327 663 677 692 2,359 

The Government will employ five fulltime school psychologists in 2018 as the first step in 
delivering its commitment of 20 additional school psychologists. These staff will support student 
wellbeing and mental health outcomes for students, parents and carers, within schools and the 
community. 

Better schools for our kids – Supporting students with disability 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 3,000 0 0 0 3,000 

The Government will continue to support students with disability in ACT public schools by ensuring 
equitable access to education for these students both now and in the future. This initiative will 
address new growth in enrolments and complexity to ensure the needs of students with disability 
are met. Future funding decisions will be considered in the context of the 201819 Budget. 

Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives 

Better schools for our kids – Belconnen High School 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 1,628 4,272 0 0 5,900 
Depreciation 0 0 118 118 236 

The Government is continuing to work to create a contemporary learning and teaching 
environment at Belconnen High School. This funding is in addition to the $17.6 million previously 
announced for the Belconnen High School modernisation project, and will fund further works 
including upgrades to technology areas, roof replacement and the development of a 
contemporary learning space. 

Better schools for our kids – Expanding schools in Gungahlin 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 6,972 7,300 6,200 3,600 24,072 
Depreciation 0 199 345 469 1,013 
Associated Expenses 27 239 673 948 1,887 
Net Expenses 27 438 1,018 1,417 2,900 

The Government will increase student capacity at Harrison, Gold Creek, Neville Bonner and 
Palmerston Schools. The Government will also provide playing fields and increase the capacity of 
the new North Gungahlin Primary School, which is due to open in 2019. This initiative will provide 
an additional 800 student places by 2021 and will assist in ensuring our school facilities support 
high quality local education. 
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Better schools for our kids – Public school infrastructure upgrades 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 20,700 21,100 21,400 21,800 85,000 
Offset – Capital 14,934 15,308 15,690 16,083 -62,015 
Net Capital 5,766 5,792 5,710 5,717 22,985 
Depreciation 0 115 231 345 691 

The Government will invest in the renewal of our public school facilities, including upgrades and 
extensions to existing classrooms, new classrooms, refurbished toilets and change rooms, garden 
and horticultural facilities, heating and cooling upgrades, and energy efficiency improvements. 
This initiative will ensure our facilities support high quality education. 

Better schools for our kids – Technology-enabled learning 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Provision – Capital 4,033 4,053 4,428 4,652 17,166 

The Government is supporting technologyenabled learning by seeking best practice advice on the 
most effective way to ensure that all public school students in Years 7 and 10 have access to a 
device to enhance and further their learning. These amounts will be reviewed in the 
201718 Budget Review, and have therefore been provisioned. 

 



 
36 

Environment and Planning Directorate 

Overview  
Expense initiatives included in the Environment and Planning Directorate have the capacity to 
impact on ACTCOSS’ goals identified in our Strategic Plan 2014-18: 

• Standards of living: All people can meet minimum standards of living as defined by 
community norms 

• Social Inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live with dignity and access 
the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and socially 

• Equality & fairness: The prosperity of Canberra is shared fairly, and inequality is reduced. 

Initiatives in this directorate also have an impact on the quality of the natural environment, on 
the capacity of the ACT to address, and preferably redress, the impacts of climate change and 
to reduce the risk of climate change intensifying. While these kinds of environmental issues 
are not always understood as a concern for people experiencing disadvantage and/or living on 
low incomes, their impacts are often most keenly felt downstream by people experiencing 
disadvantage and living on low and fixed incomes.  

Therefore ACTCOSS strongly supports the government’s increased initiatives to address 
climate change with community support, tackle environmental issues and improve waste 
management. 

ACTCOSS also supports the ACT taking a leadership role in the nation on creating a just 
transition to a more sustainable future, including adoption of 100% renewable electricity by 
2020 and zero net emissions by 2040.  

ACTCOSS welcomes the Budget initiatives to: 

• Continue delivering the ACT Climate Change Adaption Strategy 

• To promote waste reduction and increased recycling in businesses, schools and at public 
events 

• Implement a community zero emissions grants program for community groups and not-
for-profit organisations to deliver projects and initiatives that support the ACT’s target of 
net zero emissions 

• Expand and improve existing programs such as Carbon Neutral Government and the 
Actsmart business energy and water program. 

Electricity bills in Canberra are likely to increase by almost $200 on average over the coming 
financial year, according to the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission (ICRC). 
ACTCOSS supports minimal EER standards for rental properties to ensure that housing is fit 
for purpose in Canberra’s hot summers and cold winters and is environmentally sustainable 
and cost effective for tenants. We welcome the government’s plan to review the ACT Energy 
Rating Scheme and undertake a series of regulatory impact assessments for options to 
improve the energy efficiency of residential rental properties.  

ACTCOSS welcomes the government’s commitment to fund the Environmental Defenders’ 
Office. It is important that the ACT retains its conservation values, natural beauty and urban 
green spaces for future generations. As part of that, it is critical that environmental advocacy 
and legal services are retained to ensure that environmental protections can be defended and 
guaranteed. 
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We support the expense initiatives to protect and enhance protecting native species, 
supporting endangered woodlands, sustainably managing forests, eradication of exotic pests 
and diseases and improving efficiency in biodiversity management. 

ACTCOSS is interested in supporting community input into the government’s review of 
Transport for Canberra to guide future transport planning, infrastructure and services that 
deliver on both environmental and transport disadvantage objectives.  

Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 
  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 

Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 

           

Environment, Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate 

     

Better services in your community – Achieving net 
zero emissions by 2050 – Blueprint development 

322 254 269 0 845 

Better services in your community – Community 
participation in net zero emissions 

150 150 150 100 550 

Better services in your community – Enhancing 
environmental stewardship3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better services in your community – Implementation 
of ACT Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 

758 577 593 0 1,928 

Better services in your community – Improving 
sustainability through innovative financing 

75 62 51 0 188 

Better services in your community – Managing native 
wildlife 

821 565 579 594 2,559 

Better services in your community – More support 
for Actsmart 

865 0 0 0 865 

Better services in your community – Planning for 
Canberra’s future transport needs 

750 0 0 0 750 

Better services in your community – Protecting our 
native species and environment 

670 670 0 0 1,340 

Better services in your community – Reviewing the 
ACT energy rating disclosure scheme 

300 0 0 0 300 

Better services in your community – Supporting 
endangered woodlands 

162 0 0 0 162 

Better services in your community – Supporting the 
national eradication of exotic pests and diseases 

180 180 180 180 720 

Better support when it matters – Public Housing 
Renewal – New and better properties 

600 1,908 0 0 2,508 

Better support when it matters – Public Housing 
Renewal – Taskforce operations2 

2,250 1,895 619 0 4,764 

Building a better city – Bindubi Street extension – 
Early planning 

300 0 0 0 300 

Building a better city – Building audits4 1,200 1,100 1,150 0 3,450 
Building a better city – Building certification reform4 407 362 368 473 1,610 
Building a better city – Building regulation reform4 610 692 675 681 2,658 
Building a better city – Molonglo EastWest arterial 

road – Early planning 
200 100 0 0 300 

Building a better city – Staff funded through the 
Renewable Energy Innovation Fund 

565 730 770 775 2,840 

Building a better city – Strengthening oversight of 
land development4 

820 834 846 854 3,354 

Building a better city – William Hovell Drive upgrade 
– Early planning 

200 100 0 0 300 

More and better jobs – 3D Canberra Planning Tool – 
Supporting urban renewal3 

0 0 0 0 0 
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  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
More and better jobs – Canberra International 

Airport – Guarding against the spread of pests and 
diseases 

137 144 146 149 576 

More and better jobs – Ensuring continuity of the 
Spatial Data Management System 

0 72 75 79 226 

More and better jobs – Ensuring sustainable 
commercial development 

425 25 100 25 575 

More and better jobs – Sustainably managing our 
forests 

500 500 500 500 2,000 

Smarter government spending – Googong Foreshore 
access gate upgrade 

76 81 85 91 333 

Smarter government spending – Improving efficiency 
in biodiversity management 

250 253 257 260 1,020 

Smarter government spending – Streamlining 
customer service delivery 

152 154 156 158 620 

Smarter government spending – Streamlining master 
planning processes 

125 127 128 130 510 

Total 10,534 7,701 3,755 1,063 23,053 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has a capital component; this component (and depreciation if applicable) is listed in the summary table in 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives (Chapter 3.3). 
3. The funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative.  

Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
      
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development 

Directorate 
     

Better services in your community – Improving our 
capacity to fight bushfires 

1,267 1,489 430 0 3,186 

Better services in your community – Improving our 
parks and nature reserves3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better services in your community – Jarramlee Nature 
Reserve – Protecting our nature reserves 

112 200 0 0 312 

Better support when it matters – Public Housing 
Renewal – New and better properties2 

27,295 20,124 0 0 47,419 

Better support when it matters – Public Housing 
Renewal – Taskforce operations 

1,122 1,314 0 0 2,436 

Information and Communication Technology      
More and better jobs – Ensuring continuity of the 

Spatial Data Management System2 
869 232 0 0 1,101 

More and better jobs – Ensuring sustainable 
commercial development2 

0 0 0 0 0 

Total 30,665 23,359 430 0 54,454 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 
3. The funding for this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative. 
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Table 5.2.2: Summary of the 2017-18 Budget Capital Works Program 

Agency Financing 
2017-18 

$’000 

Financing 
2018-19 

$’000 

Financing 
2019-20 

$’000 

Financing 
2020-21 

$’000 

Total 
Investment 

$’000 
       

Environment, Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate 

     

New Capital Works  31,365 23,559 430 0 55,354 
Better Infrastructure Fund 976 1,000 1,025 1,051 4,053 
WorksinProgress  227,676 96,696 257 72 324,801 
Total 260,017 121,255 1,712 1,123 384,108 

Selected Initiatives 

Expense Initiatives 

Better services in your community – Achieving net zero emissions by 2050 – Blueprint 
development 

 201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Expenses 322 254 269 0 845 

The Government will identify and analyse policy actions to help to achieve its zero net emissions 
target by 2050. The Government will also undertake community consultation, economic modelling 
and regulatory impact statements of the policy actions identified in the first stage of the program.  

Better services in your community – Community participation in net zero emissions 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 150 150 150 100 550 

The Government will undertake a fouryear Zero Emissions Community Grants program, which will 
provide resourcing to community groups, notforprofit organisations and small enterprises to 
deliver projects and initiatives that support the ACT’s target of zero net emissions. 

Better services in your community – Enhancing environmental stewardship 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 200 0 0 0 200 
Offset – Expenses 200 0 0 0 -200 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will coordinate, consolidate and provide compliance monitoring reports for the 
Gungahlin and Molonglo Valley strategic assessments, and report to the Commonwealth 
Government as required under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. The total cost of the initiative will be met from existing resources. 
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Better services in your community – Implementation of ACT Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Expenses 758 577 593 0 1,928 

The Government will continue to deliver priority actions through the ACT Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy. Climate change adaptation actions are expected to achieve both direct and 
indirect carbon emission savings by improving overall resilience to extreme weather and 
climateinduced events. 

Better services in your community – Improving sustainability through innovative 
financing 

 201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Expenses 75 62 51 0 188 

The Government will investigate proven smart and innovative financing opportunities to 
undertake sustainability upgrades. The Government will also expand and improve on existing 
programs such as Carbon Neutral Government, the Actsmart business energy and water program, 
and cross government initiatives such as the Public Housing Asset Management Strategy and 
Digital Canberra Action Plan, incorporating the Smart City initiative. 

Better services in your community – Managing native wildlife 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 821 565 579 594 2,559 

The Government will provide additional resources to manage native wildlife. The Government will 
focus on kangaroo population management activities over the next four years. It will also research 
and monitor nonlethal kangaroo population control measures during 201718. 

Better services in your community – More support for Actsmart 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 865 0 0 0 865 

The Government will deliver programs to reduce waste and increase recycling in businesses, 
schools and at public events, promote environmentally sustainable choices in the community, and 
continue the wood heater replacement program. 

Better services in your community – Planning for Canberra’s future transport needs 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 750 0 0 0 750 

The Government will undertake a comprehensive review of Transport for Canberra to guide future 
transport planning, infrastructure and services. This work will support the development of new 
policy to keep Canberra moving as the city grows. 
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Better services in your community – Protecting our native species and environment 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 670 670 0 0 1,340 

The Government is protecting our native species and their habitat through environmental 
improvement work, with the current focus on highrisk weed control measures. This work will 
improve the capacity of nature parks and reserves to withstand the impact of pest plant 
infestation. Funding from 201920 onwards will be considered in future budgets in the context of 
ongoing environmental needs. 

Better services in your community – Reviewing the ACT energy rating disclosure scheme 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 300 0 0 0 300 

The Government will review the ACT Energy Rating Scheme, which requires residential building 
owners to disclose an energy efficiency rating at the time of advertising properties for sale or 
lease. The Government will undertake a series of regulatory impact assessments for options to 
improve the energy efficiency of residential rental properties.  

Better services in your community – Supporting endangered woodlands 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 162 0 0 0 162 

The Government will provide a grant to the Woodland and Wetlands Trust to prepare the design 
of the Mulligans Flat EcoTourism Visitor Centre. The centre will become the gateway to one of 
Australia’s unique woodlands and provide a focal point for tourists, the local community, land 
managers and scientists across multiple organisations to work together to learn about and restore 
endangered woodlands.  

Better support when it matters – Public Housing Renewal – Taskforce operations 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 2,250 1,895 619 0 4,764 
Associated Capital 1,122 1,314 0 0 2,436 

The Government will continue to support the Public Housing Renewal Taskforce to oversee the 
development of properties along the Northbourne corridor and other sites under the Public 
Housing Renewal Program. 

Building a better city – Bindubi Street extension – Early planning 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 300 0 0 0 300 

The Government will commence planning for the extension of Bindubi Street from William Hovell 
Drive to John Gorton Drive in Molonglo to facilitate future land releases. 

Building a better city – Building Audits 

See the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate revenue initiative 
Building a better city – Building Levy – Improving building quality for further details. 
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Building a better city – Building certification reform 

See the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate revenue initiative 
Building a better city – Building Levy – Improving building quality for further details. 

Building a better city – Building regulation reform 

See the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate revenue initiative 
Building a better city – Building Levy – Improving building quality for further details. 

Building a better city – Molonglo East-West arterial road – Early planning 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 200 100 0 0 300 

The Government will investigate the realignment of the EastWest arterial road at Molonglo from 
John Gorton Drive to the Tuggeranong Parkway, including a bridge crossing of the Molonglo River, 
a gradeseparated interchange at the Parkway, and a trunk cyclepath. 

Building a better city – Staff funded through the Renewable Energy Innovation Fund 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 565 730 770 775 -2,840 

The Government will continue to provide dedicated staffing resources in support of innovation 
activities provided from the Renewable Energy Innovation Fund for a period of four years. 

Building a better city – Strengthening oversight of land development 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Environment, Planning and 
Sustainable Development 
Directorate – Expenses 

820 834 846 854 3,354 

Chief Minister, Treasury and 
Economic Development 
Directorate – Expenses 

178 181 183 186 728 

Total Expenses 998 1,015 1,029 1,040 4,082 

The Government will employ additional staff to provide stronger governance, financial and 
nonfinancial performance advice to the Suburban Land Agency and City Renewal Authority. This 
will ensure rigour and accountability in the decisionmaking processes of the two new land 
development agencies. 

Building a better city – William Hovell Drive upgrade – Early planning 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 200 100 0 0 300 

The Government will commission a transport network feasibility study on improvements for West 
Belconnen and Molonglo, including an options assessment of upgrading William Hovell Drive 
between Drake Brockman Drive and Coulter Drive. 
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More and better jobs – 3D Canberra Planning Tool – Supporting urban renewal 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 200 200 200 0 600 
Offset – Expenses 200 200 200 0 -600 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will expand the current 3D Canberra planning tool platform to allow planners 
and designers to undertake interactive, live and visual analysis in an accurate 3D city environment. 
This initiative will particularly support light rail and urban renewal. The cost of the initiative will be 
covered by contributions from relevant government agencies. 

More and better jobs – Canberra International Airport – Guarding against the spread of 
pests and diseases 

 201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Expenses 147 154 156 159 616 
Offset – Expenses 10 10 10 10 -40 
Net Expenses 137 144 146 149 576 

The Government will improve biosecurity control at the Canberra International Airport by 
developing capacity and capability to respond to the higher risk of exotic pest and disease 
incursion following the introduction of international flights. A grant from the Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources through the National Plant Health Surveillance Program will 
partially offset the cost of this initiative. 

More and better jobs – Sustainably managing our forests 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 500 500 500 500 -2,000 

The Government will increase harvesting and replanting of softwood in the ACT Forest Estate, by 
using more efficient and sustainable management practices. 

Smarter government spending – Googong Foreshore access gate upgrade 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 76 81 85 91 -333 

The Government will improve the efficiency of access to Googong Foreshores by implementing an 
automated gate system and reducing the drivein public access points from two to one. 

Smarter government spending – Improving efficiency in biodiversity management 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 250 253 257 260 -1,020 

The Government will achieve savings through prioritising work directly relevant to the ACT and 
introducing more efficient engagement on biosecurity matters. 
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Smarter government spending – Streamlining customer service delivery 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 152 154 156 158 -620 

The Government will increase the efficiency of its planning and delivery functions by streamlining 
customer service delivery, consolidating functional areas and improving planning and leasing 
services to the community. 

Smarter government spending – Streamlining master planning processes 
 201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 125 127 128 130 -510 

The Government will streamline and modernise the strategic planning function within the 
directorate and reduce duplication in its land use planning work. 
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Health 

Overview  
Interventions in the health portfolio make significant contributions to ACTCOSS’ advocacy 
goals and align with the following goals in our Strategic Plan 2014-18:  

• Human rights: Our laws, institutions and systems enable people to exercise their rights 
and live free from discrimination 

• Support: All people in Canberra can access the right support at the right time and right 
intensity and duration 

• Meaning, choice and control: All people can live a life that has meaning to them, in which 
they have choice and control over the circumstances in which they live 

• Social inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live life with dignity and 
access the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and 
socially 

• Equality and fairness: The prosperity of Canberra is shared fairly, and inequality is 
reduced. 

Health continues to be the largest area of expenditure in the Budget, continuing at $1.6 billion. 
Many of the new initiatives are fulfilling election commitments.  

Initiatives include growing hospital services, mental health services, walk-in nurse centres, 
preventative health strategies, the number of nurses, and mobile dental clinics; establishing a 
new health centre for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Canberrans, the Office for Mental 
Health, health screening for high school students, a preventative health funding pool, 
incentives to expand bulk-billing GP practices; developing plans to expand Northside hospital 
facilities, expand Centenary Hospital for Women and Children, establish the Surgical 
Procedures, Interventional Radiology and Emergency Centre (SPIRE) at Canberra Hospital, 
and expand Hospital in the Home.  

There are once in a generation levels of capital expenditure to establish and/or expand 
hospitals and community facilities. This includes:  

• Planning and design over the next two years, for the Surgical Procedures, Interventional 
Radiology and Emergency Centre (SPIRE) to be built at Canberra Hospital. Construction 
will be in 2019-20 to 2020-21, and will cost $230 million. This is a once in a generation 
infrastructure investment 

• Expanding Centenary Hospital. There will be planning work in 2017-18, with $70 million 
in capital spending the following three years. Expansions include an adolescent mental 
health unit, intensive care for children, high-dependency paediatric beds, an adolescent 
gynaecology service, and child and adolescent sleep labs 

• Expanding nurse-led walk in centres. A new nurse-led walk in centre will be established 
in Gungahlin, the fastest growing region in Canberra. ACTCOSS welcomes this 
investment and notes funding to design and plan a future centre in Weston Creek and 
scope one in the inner north. However, ACTCOSS would be interested in further 
information about plans to replace Civic Community Health Centre, which was previously 
sold 

• Establishing a new health centre for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Canberrans, 
$12 million over four years, to provide culturally appropriate primary health services 
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• Refurbishment and upgrade of the Acute Aged Care and Oncology wards at Canberra 
Hospital 

• Establishing a new clinical school for nursing, midwifery and allied health at the 
University of Canberra  

• Operational commissioning of the University of Canberra Public Hospital, ahead of 
opening in 2018, costing $15 million over two years. 

ACTCOSS is deeply concerned that the long process to establish an Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander community led bush healing farm that includes a residential rehabilitation facility 
has floundered and we call on the ACT Government to get the bush healing farm back on 
track. 

ACTCOSS welcomes continued investment in mental health services, especially the 
establishment of the Office for Mental Health. We look forward to further details about the 
office’s role at a time of significant systemic issues for the mental health sector. Other mental 
health expenditure includes expanding: 

• Child counselling services 

• Perinatal mental health services 

• Headspace’s multidisciplinary support and counselling for young people 18-25 years 

• Suicide prevention support services including the program and the Black Dog Institute’s 
Lifespan Suicide Way Back Prevention Program. 

• The child and adolescent mental health service 

• Physical and mental health screening, to be established for high school students in all 
ACT schools starting mid next year. 

However, ACTCOSS has concerns that the majority of new mental health expenditure is 
funding only seven rehabilitation beds in the Dhulwa Mental Health unit, with $13.8 million over 
four years. The lack of corresponding investment in early intervention and community based 
rehabilitation supports is a lost opportunity and funding for non-government community mental 
health services continues to be a gap in the Budget. We note that the investments in the Way 
Back suicide prevention program and Detention Exit Outreach program are for one year only. 

ACTCOSS also looks forward to further detail regarding Commonwealth and ACT matched 
funding from the Federal Budget and what that will target. This is particularly important with 
significant gaps from community mental health funding arising following implementation of the 
NDIS, which does not provide the psycho-social rehabilitation services this funding previously 
covered and has significant barriers for people with psycho-social disability accessing it. The 
ACT Health funded Community Assistance and Support Program (CASP), established in July 
2016, has seen a growing proportion of its clients being people with psycho-social disability, 
who have difficulties accessing appropriate supports through the NDIS.  

Workforce is a critical element of a safe and efficient health system. There are a range of 
initiatives that demonstrate investment in the ACT workforce, such as the University of 
Canberra Clinical School and the additional nursing positions. The existing ACT Workforce 
Plan is for 2013-18 and there is a need to have in place strategies to address the attraction, 
education, recruitment and retention beyond that date, to reflect the timing of the budget 
initiatives.  

The eHealthy Futures that was announced in the 2010-11 Budget has experienced delays. 
The intention of this commitment was to ensure our health system was better positioned to 
meet the needs of the ACT community at the time and into the next decade. The Budget this 
year says it will be complete by June 2018. The ACT Government needs to evaluate how 
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technology can improve the quality, safety and efficiency of services. This investment will help 
people have better experiences and outcomes of care and improve the connection between 
our very fragmented health system. 

Other health spending includes: 

• Assessment of the Hospital in the Home program, to inform future service design and 
expansion 

• Funding Health Care Consumers Association to develop a framework for patient care 
navigators, including new and innovative models of care 

• Establishment of two mobile dental clinics, with ACTCOSS commending its targeting of 
schools with disadvantaged students and vulnerable, harder to reach communities 

• Establishing a grants funding pool for preventative health initiatives to address smoking, 
alcohol consumption and obesity. This includes a one-off $170,000 grant to Heart 
Foundation ACT 

• 32 extra nurses across ACT Health over the next four years, including more graduate 
nurses, maternal and child health nurses, nurse navigator positions and school nurses 

• $1 million grants pool over three years to incentivise bulk billed GPs in south Canberra. 
This will help meet a significant need in the community with the ACT having the lowest 
bulk billing rates of any state or territory in Australia 

• Scoping and design of a Drug and Alcohol Court, through the Justice and Community 
Safety Directorate. 

During the community consultation on development of the preventative health agenda, many 
participants saw a need to invest more in primary prevention that would reduce the health 
costs and burden of disease associated with mental ill health and gendered violence. Neither 
of these priorities have been captured in the measures announced for 2017-18. 

Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

   $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Health Directorate      
Better care when you need it – Expanding Centenary 

Hospital – More services for women and children 
300 225 0 0 525 

Better care when you need it – Expanding Hospital in 
the Home3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better care when you need it – Healthy and active 
living 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 4,000 

Better care when you need it – Helping patients 
navigate the health system3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better care when you need it – Improving health 
facilities3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better care when you need it – More mobile dental 
clinics2 

0 643 757 773 2,173 

Better care when you need it – More nurseled Walk 
in Centres 

428 2,748 2,907 2,995 9,078 

Better care when you need it – More nurses for 
Canberra3 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better care when you need it – New health centre for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Canberrans 

0 0 0 120 120 

Better care when you need it – Office for Mental 
Health 

507 782 798 814 2,901 

Better care when you need it – Pathology services 1,400 0 0 0 1,400 
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  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

   $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Better care when you need it – Planning for 

healthcare in Canberra’s north 
1,500 1,750 0 0 3,250 

Better care when you need it – Promoting organ and 
tissue donation4 

50 50 50 0 150 

Better care when you need it – Rehabilitation beds 
for Dhulwa Mental Health Unit 

2,960 3,543 3,614 3,686 13,803 

Better care when you need it – Suicide prevention 250 500 515 530 1,795 
Better care when you need it – Support for bulk 

billing GPs 
350 350 350 0 1,050 

Better care when you need it – Supporting mental 
health for vulnerable Canberrans 

2,634 879 897 915 5,325 

Better care when you need it – Surgical Procedures, 
Interventional Radiology and Emergency Centre 
(SPIRE) – Major expansion of services at Canberra 
Hospital 

3,000 3,000 0 0 6,000 

Better care when you need it – Training our future 
health workforce2 

250 353 256 159 1,018 

Better care when you need it – University of 
Canberra Public Hospital operational readiness2 

14,866 833 0 0 15,699 

Better care when you need it – Whooping cough 
vaccinations for pregnant mums 

182 183 183 184 732 

Better care when you need it – Year 7 health checks 323 750 820 789 2,682 
Better support when it matters – Drug and Alcohol 

Court4 
75 0 0 0 75 

Total 30,075 17,589 12,147 11,965 71,776 

Notes:  
2. This initiative has a capital component; this component (and depreciation if applicable) is listed in the summary table in 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives (Chapter 3.3). 
3. The funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 

Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
           

Health Directorate      
Better care when you need it – Expanding Centenary 

Hospital – More services for women and children2 
0 10,000 30,000 28,075 68,075 

Better care when you need it – Improved 
infrastructure for acute aged care and cancer 
inpatients1 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better care when you need it – Improving health 
facilities2 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better care when you need it – More mobile dental 
clinics 

985 0 0 0 985 

      
Better care when you need it – More nurseled Walk 

in Centres2 
3,425 0 0 0 3,425 

Better care when you need it – New health centre for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Canberrans2 

1,000 5,000 5,600 400 12,000 

Better care when you need it – Protecting Canberrans 
from infectious diseases 

398 0 0 0 398 
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 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Better care when you need it – Surgical Procedures, 

Interventional Radiology and Emergency Centre 
(SPIRE) – Major expansion of services at Canberra 
Hospital2 

0 0 30,000 200,000 230,000 

Better care when you need it – Training our future 
health workforce2 

700 700 300 0 1,700 

Better care when you need it – University of Canberra 
Public Hospital operational readiness2 

376 0 0 0 376 

Total 6,884 15,700 65,900 228,475 316,959 
      

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 

Table 5.2.2: Summary of the 2017-18 Budget Capital Works Program 

Agency Financing 
2017-18 

$’000 

Financin
g 

2018-19 
$’000 

Financing 
2019-20 

$’000 

Financing 
2020-21 

$’000 

Total 
Investme

nt 
$’000 

      

Health Directorate      

New Capital Works  11,684 10,675 5,900 400 28,659 
Better Infrastructure Fund 5,089 5,216 5,347 5,480 21,132 
WorksinProgress  164,012 48,165 0 0 212,177 
Total 180,785 64,056 11,247 5,880 261,968 

Note: Numbers may not add due to rounding. 

Selected Initiatives 

Better care when you need it – Expanding Hospital in the Home 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 136 0 0 0 136 
Offset – Expenses 136 0 0 0 -136 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will undertake an assessment of the current Hospital in the Home Program to 
inform future service design and increase the program’s capacity. This will be funded from within 
existing resources. 

Better care when you need it – Healthy and active living 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 4,000 

The Government is establishing a funding pool to invest in key initiatives and innovation in 
preventative health to address the highest risk factors driving poor health outcomes and 
contributing to the burden of chronic disease in our community. It will be informed by the 
Government’s priority to invest in preventative health and will assist in developing the 
Preventative Health Strategy. 
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Better care when you need it – Helping patients navigate the health system 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 100 0 0 0 100 
Offset – Expenses 100 0 0 0 -100 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will provide funding to the Health Care Consumers Association to develop a 
framework for patient care navigators in the ACT. Patient care navigators assist patients with 
chronic diseases or other complex conditions to access the care they need. The framework will 
focus on new and innovative models of care for patients. This will be funded from within existing 
resources. 

Better care when you need it – More mobile dental clinics 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 0 643 757 773 2,173 
Associated Depreciation 0 49 99 99 247 
Net Expenses 0 692 856 872 2,420 
Associated Capital 985 0 0 0 985 

The Government will purchase and operate two mobile dental clinics. A new dental van will 
operate through community centres and provide service to vulnerable, hard to reach population 
groups. A new dental truck will also serve ACT schools. 

Better care when you need it – More nurses for Canberra 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 4,492 7,977 10,894 12,638 36,001 
Offset – Expenses 4,492 7,977 10,894 12,638 -36,001 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will employ more graduate nurses and nurse navigators to help patients better 
understand and access services available through the health system. The Government will also 
increase the Nursing and Midwifery Scholarship Fund. This will be funded from within existing 
resources. 

Better care when you need it – Office for Mental Health 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 507 782 798 814 2,901 

The Government will enhance the coordination of mental health services in the ACT by 
establishing an Office for Mental Health. The Office will support the coordination of services and 
work towards closing gaps in the ACT mental health system. 

Better care when you need it – Pathology services 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,400 0 0 0 1,400 

The Government will undertake a study into a replacement of the ACT Pathology Laboratory 
Information System. 
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Better care when you need it – Planning for healthcare in Canberra’s north 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,500 1,750 0 0 3,250 

The Government will undertake a scoping study for expanded Northside hospital facilities, 
including a clinical feasibility and service planning assessment to consider how best to provide 
outpatient and general hospital facilities in Canberra’s northern suburbs. 

Better care when you need it – Promoting organ and tissue donation 

See the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate expense initiative Better 
Care When You Need It – Promoting Organ and Tissue Donation for further details. 

Better care when you need it – Rehabilitation beds for Dhulwa Mental Health Unit 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 2,960 3,543 3,614 3,686 13,803 

The Government will enhance support for people with complex mental health needs by expanding 
services at the Dhulwa Mental Health Unit. This investment reflects the Government’s 
commitment to commission seven rehabilitation beds in the secure mental health unit. 

Better care when you need it – Suicide prevention 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 250 500 515 530 1,795 

The Government will invest in suicide prevention support services, including through the Way Back 
support program and the Black Dog Institute’s Lifespan Suicide Prevention Program. 

Better care when you need it – Support for bulk billing GPs 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 350 350 350 0 1,050 

The Government will provide grants to medical practices to support new or expanded bulk billing 
services in Tuggeranong and the Molonglo Valley, to encourage better access to affordable 
services from general practitioners. 

Better care when you need it – Supporting mental health for vulnerable Canberrans 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 2,634 879 897 915 5,325 

The Government will support activities that improve the mental health of Canberrans with a 
particular focus on perinatal mental health services as well as those for children and young people. 
The Government will support the important mental health services provided by headspace and the 
Detention Exit Outreach program as well as undertake minor upgrades at the Brian Hennessey 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

Better care when you need it – University of Canberra Public Hospital operational 
readiness 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 
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Expenses 14,866 833 0 0 15,699 
Associated Depreciation 6 9 9 9 33 
Net Expenses 14,872 842 9 9 15,732 
Associated Capital 376 0 0 0 376 

The Government will invest in operational commissioning of the University of Canberra Public 
Hospital ahead of its opening in 2018. The Government will train clinical and nonclinical support 
staff in implementing planned models of care, clinical policies and procedures. 

Better care when you need it – Whooping cough vaccinations for pregnant mums 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 182 183 183 184 732 

The Government will continue the supply of free antenatal whooping cough (pertussis) 
vaccinations to pregnant women. 

Better care when you need it – Year 7 health checks 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 323 750 820 789 2,682 

The Government will implement health checks for Year 7 school students from 201819. The new 
health checks will help identify students at risk of developing mental health issues or chronic 
diseases. 

Better support when it matters – Drug and Alcohol Court 

See the Justice and Community Safety Directorate expense initiative Better support when it 
matters – Drug and Alcohol Court for further details. 

Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives 

Better care when you need it – Expanding Centenary Hospital – More services for women 
and children 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Provision – Capital 0 10,000 30,000 28,075 68,075 
Associated Expenses 300 225 0 0 525 

The Government will undertake early planning work for expansion of the Centenary Hospital for 
Women and Children. This expansion will improve the services and support for patients of 
maternity and paediatric services and provide new services, including a high dependency unit and 
adolescent mental health unit. 
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Better care when you need it – Improved infrastructure for acute aged care and cancer 
inpatients 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Capital 10,000 7,310 0 0 17,310 
Offset – Capital 10,000 7,310 0 0 17,310 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will refurbish and upgrade the Acute Aged Care and Oncology wards at the 
Canberra Hospital to enhance patient safety and care, as well as to improve the quality of 
inpatient services. 

Better care when you need it – Improving health facilities 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 4,245 0 0 0 4,245 
Offset – Capital 4,245 0 0 0 4,245 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 
Associated Expenses 844 0 0 0 844 
Offset – Expenses 844 0 0 0 -844 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will undertake upgrade works to a range of ACT Health facilities. Works will 
include building maintenance to electrical infrastructure, fire detection and monitoring systems, 
general safety and security improvements, Plant and Equipment and road works. This initiative is 
funded through the Better Infrastructure Fund. 

Better care when you need it – More nurse-led Walk in Centres 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 3,425 0 0 0 3,425 
Depreciation 0 86 86 86 258 
Associated Expenses 428 2,748 2,907 2,995 9,078 
Net Expenses 428 2,834 2,993 3,081 9,336 

The Government will establish a nurseled Walk in Centre for the Gungahlin community, 
commence planning for a Walk in Centre in the Weston Creek region, and undertake scoping work 
for a Walk in Centre in the Inner North. 

Better care when you need it – New health centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Canberrans 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Capital 1,000 5,000 5,600 400 12,000 
Depreciation 0 0 0 290 290 
Associated Expenses 0 0 0 120 120 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 410 410 

The Government will invest in a new health facility for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples of the ACT in partnership with Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health which provides 
culturally appropriate primary health services.  
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Better care when you need it – Protecting Canberrans from infectious diseases 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 398 0 0 0 398 
Depreciation 0 30 30 30 90 

The Government will enhance its ability to monitor, respond to and report on notifiable diseases 
by investing in the replacement of the ACT Notifiable Diseases Database. 

Better care when you need it – Surgical Procedures, Interventional Radiology and 
Emergency Centre (SPIRE) – Major expansion of services at Canberra Hospital 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Provision – Capital 0 0 30,000 200,000 230,000 
Associated Expenses 3,000 3,000 0 0 6,000 

The Government will undertake early planning and forward design for the Surgical Procedures, 
Interventional Radiology and Emergency Centre (SPIRE) to be built at the Canberra Hospital. This 
centre will improve and support the continued delivery of timely and high quality services at the 
Canberra Hospital as well as cater for the ACT’s growing population. 

Better care when you need it – Training our future health workforce 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 700 700 300 0 1,700 
Depreciation 0 55 109 133 297 
Associated Expenses 250 353 256 159 1,018 
Net Expenses 250 408 365 292 1,315 

The Government will establish a new clinical school for nursing, midwifery and allied health staff in 
conjunction with the Faculty of Health at the University of Canberra. 
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Justice and Community Safety Directorate and Legal 
Aid Commission (ACT) 

Overview  
An improved justice system and reduction in the social determinants of crime is a key focus 
area for ACTCOSS, and relates to the following goals in our Strategic Plan 2014-18: 

• Human Rights: Our laws, institutions and systems enable people to exercise their rights 
and live free from discrimination 

• Support: All people in Canberra can access the right support at the right time and right 
intensity and duration 

• Social Inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live life with dignity and 
access the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and 
socially. 

ACTCOSS welcomes $3.1 million over four years to fund implementation of the 
recommendations outlined in the Inquiry into the Treatment in Custody of Detainee Steven 
Freeman (the Moss Review). We note that Aboriginal leadership is critical to meaningfully 
improving the safety and wellbeing of people in custody in the Alexander Maconochie Centre, 
and we stress the need for the government to work with Aboriginal community controlled 
organisations in implementing the Moss Review recommendations. Significant investment will 
be needed to ensure ongoing provision of high quality, culturally appropriate, accessible, 
evidence based services to improve safety of detainees and custodial outcomes. We also 
welcome the establishment of an Inspectorate of Custodial Services to increase transparency 
and accountability within ACT detention settings. We encourage further community 
stakeholder consultation as the Inspectorate role is developed.  

ACTCOSS readily welcomes additional funding for Yarrabi Bamirr, the cross-government 
justice reinvestment trial to reduce Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander families coming into 
contact with the justice system. ACTCOSS is pleased to see the government investing part of 
$386,000 in specialised, holistic models to tackle the severe over-representation of Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples and families in the ACT justice system. We particularly 
recognise the importance of the government’s partnership with Winnunga Nimmityjah on this 
initiative, and hope to see more collaboration with Aboriginal community controlled 
organisations in the future.  

The government has committed to reducing repeated contact with the justice system through 
$5.34 million of continued funding for the Extended Throughcare program over four years. We 
welcome ongoing funding for the program, which aims to reduce recidivism, ensures detainees 
at the Alexander Maconochie Centre have the opportunity to reintegrate into the community 
with timely, effective support, and will improve community safety. The program has so far 
proven both socially and economically beneficial; it has significantly reduced recidivism for 
many people; and the program cost per participant is significantly lower than the cost of spent 
on inmates in prison. 

ACTCOSS notes that $477,000 will go towards a Drug and Alcohol Court, in collaboration with 
the Health Directorate. We support the aim of the court to focus on rehabilitation and diversion 
from prison for drug and alcohol offenders, and note its success in other jurisdictions. 
However, we highlight that concerns have been raised by services working in this space. 
Despite broad support for the court from the drug and alcohol sector, services are already at 
capacity in many instances. It is crucial the government provides support for services to 
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effectively meet any increase in demand. We encourage the government to collaborate fully 
with the drug and alcohol service sector in the scoping and design of the court.  

We welcome ongoing funding for a number of Community Legal Centres in the ACT. $2.47 
million will continue to fund the important work of Canberra Community Law, the Women’s 
Legal Centre, and the Street Law program. These services assist some of the most 
disadvantaged Canberrans, and their ongoing funding is essential to ensuring access to 
justice. Community Legal Centres and the Street Law program in particular serve many 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander clients, people exiting prison and many public housing 
tenants, who face a range of vulnerabilities. ACTCOSS also welcomes the use of a portion of 
this funding to provide support for the Environmental Defenders’ Office for two years. We also 
welcome $1.21 million to continue funding Legal Aid, to increase access to justice for 
vulnerable and low income people in the ACT. 

The government has allocated $2.18 million over four years to develop, pilot, refine, implement 
and evaluate a Family Safety Hub within the Office of the Coordinator-General for Family 
Safety. A significant amount of this funding is offset by previously unused funds from Safer 
Families initiatives that did not fully utilise their available 2016-17 Budget. The Family Safety 
Hub is a welcome initiative, particularly for its holistic, whole of government approach to 
ensuring support and access to justice in family violence matters. ACTCOSS notes the 
necessity of continuing to engage the community sector in developing the hub, and the need 
to listen to those who have experienced domestic and family violence, particularly Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander women, culturally and linguistically diverse women, carers, and 
women living with disabilities. 

ACTCOSS is concerned about the $2.69 million to equip all ACT police with Tasers over four 
years, if requested by officers. We note that when compared to the $3.1 million spent on 
implementing the Moss Review recommendations, and $2.4 million spent on funding 
Community Legal Centres, the TASER measure is a relatively significant financial commitment 
without long term benefit to our justice system and the ACT community. ACTCOSS stresses 
the importance of investing in positive societal mechanisms, particularly ones that reduce the 
determinants of crime and the likelihood of people coming into contact with the justice system. 

Finally, we welcome $2.48 million provided over four years towards the establishment of a 
bakery industry at the Alexander Maconochie Centre, as a measure to provide employment 
opportunities for detainees. 

Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Justice and Community Safety Directorate      
Better support when it matters – Better mental 

health services for emergency services personnel3 
0 0 0 0 0 

Better support when it matters – Community Legal 
Centres 

666 300 318 335 1,619 

Better support when it matters – Diverting offenders 
from the justice system 

160 0 0 0 160 

Better support when it matters – Drug and Alcohol 
Court4 

402 0 0 0 402 

Better support when it matters – Employment 
opportunities at the Alexander Maconochie 
Centre 

545 634 645 657 2,481 

Better support when it matters – Enhanced security 
for ACT Policing 

116 165 116 116 513 

Better support when it matters – Equipping more 
ACT Police with TASERs 

626 1,154 344 352 2,476 

Better support when it matters – Family Safety Hub 97 466 40 63 540 
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  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Better support when it matters – Health and fitness 

for volunteer firefighters 
55 55 55 55 220 

Better support when it matters – Implementing Moss 
Review recommendations 

1,140 451 772 788 3,151 

Better support when it matters – More frontline 
firefighters – Modernising emergency services 
calltaking 

1,269 1,749 1,782 1,816 6,616 

Better support when it matters – More frontline 
firefighters – Recruiting with the aim of 50:50 
gender balance 

147 0 0 0 147 

Better support when it matters – Planning for the 
future of policing in the ACT 

504 677 0 0 1,181 

Better support when it matters – Public Advocate – 
Children and Young People’s Advocacy and 
Oversight 

173 150 153 155 631 

Better support when it matters – Reducing 
alcoholfuelled violence 

1,259 1,176 1,202 1,229 4,866 

Better support when it matters – Reducing prisoner 
reoffending 

1,288 1,320 1,353 1,386 5,347 

Better support when it matters – Retrial of 
Mr David Eastman4 

3,155 0 0 0 3,155 

Better support when it matters – Strengthening the 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 

2,446 191 194 197 3,028 

Better support when it matters – Supporting careers 
in ACT Policing5 

NFP NFP NFP NFP NFP 

Better support when it matters – Upgrading ACT 
Policing’s water and rescue response capability5 

NFP NFP NFP NFP NFP 

More and better jobs – Supporting Canberra’s small 
and medium clubs 

200 0 0 0 200 

Smarter government spending – Portfolio efficiencies 748 1,236 1,455 1,451 4,890 
Total 13,500 7,252 5,519 5,572 31,843 

Legal Aid Commission (ACT)      
Better support when it matters – Funding for the 

retrial of Mr David Eastman4 
1,948 0 0 0 1,948 

Better support when it matters – Stronger Legal Aid1 290 303 316 330 1,239 
Total 2,238 303 316 330 3,187 

Health Funding Envelope Offset 23,875 17,590 12,147 11,965 65,576 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
3. The funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative.  
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Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Justice and Community Safety Directorate      

Better support when it matters – Enhanced security 
for ACT Policing2 

1,006 983 0 0 1,989 

Better support when it matters – More frontline 
firefighters – Second crew at Ainslie Station 

576 0 0 0 576 

Better support when it matters – Upgrading ESA 
communications centre and NonEmergency 
Patient Transport facilities 

1,449 1,450 0 0 2,899 

Total 3,031 2,433 0 0 5,464 

Notes:  
2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 

Table 5.2.2: Summary of the 2017-18 Budget Capital Works Program 

Agency Financing 
2017-18 

$’000 

Financing 
2018-19 

$’000 

Financing 
2019-20 

$’000 

Financing 
2020-21 

$’000 

Total 
Investment 

$’000 
Justice and Community Safety 

Directorate 

     

New Capital Works  3,031 2,433 0 0 5,464 
Better Infrastructure Fund 1,771 1,815 1,861 1,907 7,354 
WorksinProgress  38,403 2,777 2,122 2,122 45,424 
Total 43,205 7,025 3,983 4,029 58,242 

Selected Initiatives 

Expense Initiatives 

Better support when it matters – Community Legal Centres 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 666 583 604 624 2,477 
Offset – Expenses 0 283 286 289 -858 
Net Expenses 666 300 318 335 1,619 

The Government will continue to support Canberra Community Law and the Women’s Legal 
Centre to provide legal services to disadvantaged groups within the ACT community, and fund the 
Street Law early intervention legal outreach service. The Government will also provide support to 
the Environmental Defender’s Office for two years. This initiative is partially offset by savings 
associated with administrative changes in the justice system. 

Better support when it matters – Diverting offenders from the justice system 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 386 0 0 0 386 
Offset – Expenses 226 0 0 0 -226 
Net Expenses 160 0 0 0 160 

The Government will continue the High Density Housing Safety and Security Project, which 
facilitates programs to prevent and reduce crime and antisocial behaviour through community 
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building in high density housing on Ainslie Avenue. The Government will also provide additional 
support to the Yarrabi Bamirr crossgovernment trial supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander families to prevent contact with the justice system and improve life outcomes. In 
partnership with Winnunga Nimmityjah, this initiative will facilitate improved access to justice, 
health, education and employment services. 

Better support when it matters – Drug and Alcohol Court 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Justice and Community Safety 
Directorate – Expenses 

402 0 0 0 402 

Health Directorate – Expenses 75 0 0 0 75 
Net Expenses 477 0 0 0 477 

The Government will undertake scoping and design of a Drug and Alcohol Court in collaboration 
with the justice, drug and alcohol service sectors. 

Better support when it matters – Employment opportunities at the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre 

  201718 
$’000 

201819 
$’000 

201920 
$’000 

202021 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Expenses 545 634 645 657 2,481 

The Government will expand employment opportunities for detainees at the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre through the establishment of a bakery industry. The Government will employ 
additional staff to support the operation of this facility. 

Better support when it matters – Equipping more ACT Police with TASERs 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 845 1,154 344 352 2,695 
Offset – Expenses 219 0 0 0 -219 
Net Expenses 626 1,154 344 352 2,476 

The Government will equip more ACT Policing officers with TASERs. This will provide an additional 
option for police officers to respond to imminent threats. The cost of training officers in 201718 is 
partially offset by the use of existing ACT Policing resources. 

Better support when it matters – Family Safety Hub 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 455 466 627 638 2,186 
Offset – Expenses 358 0 587 701 -1,646 
Net Expenses 97 466 40 -63 540 

The Government will develop, pilot, refine, implement and evaluate a Family Safety Hub within 
the Office of the CoordinatorGeneral for Family Safety. The Family Safety Hub will link existing 
support and services in the ACT for matters around family violence to ensure that clients receive 
seamless, integrated and holistic support from the Government and community services. This 
initiative is partially offset by Safer Families initiatives that did not fully utilise the available budget 
in 201617 and reprioritising available funds following the completion of initiatives in future years. 
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Better support when it matters – Implementing Moss Review recommendations 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,140 451 772 788 3,151 

In response to the Independent Inquiry into the Treatment in Custody of Detainee Steven Freeman 
(the Moss Review), the Government will establish an Inspectorate of Custodial Services to improve 
oversight, and fund the development of a plan for the future of the Alexander Maconochie Centre. 

Better support when it matters – Reducing prisoner reoffending 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,288 1,320 1,353 1,386 5,347 

The Government will continue to support the Extended Throughcare Program, which assists the 
transition of offenders to the community and reduces recidivism. 

Better support when it matters – Stronger Legal Aid 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 290 303 316 330 1,239 
Associated Revenue 6 6 6 6 24 
Net Expenses 284 297 310 324 1,215 

The Government will provide additional legal assistance to the ACT community. This initiative will 
enhance the Legal Aid Commission’s capacity to grant legal assistance to vulnerable people who 
cannot afford the cost of private legal representation. 
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Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate 

Overview  
In this Budget the Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate includes initiatives that 
will impact on the following ACTCOSS strategic goals: 

• Standards of living: All people can meet minimum standards of living as defined by 
community norms 

• Support: All people in Canberra can access the right support at the right time and right 
intensity and duration 

• Social inclusion: We are a community in which all people can live with dignity and access 
the means and opportunity to participate and be included economically and socially. 

ACTCOSS is strongly supportive of the Budget initiatives to increase the range, frequency and 
accessibility of public transport, in particular, we applaud the government’s decision to:  

• Continue the trial of free off peak travel for seniors and concession MyWay card holders 

• Provide Special Needs Transport services for students with a disability 

• Trial the expansion of the flexible bus service to Inner North residents and continuing to 
provide existing services 

• Provide essential city services to new communities across Canberra 

• Continue the Free City Loop bus service, relaunching Xpresso Routes and the trialling of 
the Weston City Bus Service. 

ACTCOSS also welcomes the government’s investment to:  

• Continue to plan Light Rail Stage 2 between the City and Woden 

• Provide two months free travel on new Green and Black rapid bus routes to encourage 
passenger use of the service 

• Introduce safety measures and school crossing supervisors, at 20 schools to improve 
road safety and encourage walking and cycling to school. 

ACTCOSS supports the six month trial of a flexible bus service to residents of the Inner North, 
and continuing the work of the Community Transport Coordination Centre to fully realise the 
potential of the service. 

Achieving accessible transport is vital for social inclusion for people with disability, older 
people with mobility aids and parents with small children. Transport disadvantage, both in 
terms of accessibility and affordability, affects a significant number of Canberra residents and 
deeply restricts access to work, education, goods and services, social and community 
activities.  

Funding for school transport for children with a disability is welcome and pleasing.  

ACTCOSS would like to see further work and more integrated planning across transport 
modes/infrastructure and suburban renewal to ensure truly integrated and effectively aligned 
investments are targeted to support people to overcome barriers to accessibility and 
affordability of transport services.  
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Work to revitalise town centres should be harmonised with transport planning to ensure that 
the outcomes are integrated, accessible, sustainable and truly fit for purpose – including 
opening up transport routes and group centre usage to people who might otherwise not be 
able to use these centres. Respectful engagement with local communities should occur in 
tandem with consultations with users and most importantly potential users of these precincts 
and modalities.  

ACTCOSS would also like to see coordinated work to improve disability access for older 
people and people with disability across all transport modalities and to ensure that our 
investments in these areas align to the needs of people to get to and from housing and 
transport pick up points.  

An integrated understanding of the demand mix, including of the unique value of community 
transport within the overall transport system, should be prioritised.  

Table 3.2.2: Expense initiatives 

  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
      

Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate      
Better schools for our kids – Safer walking and cycling 

around schools2 
530 543 562 586 2,221 

Better services in your community – Boosting 
Libraries ACT 

375 0 0 0 375 

Better services in your community – City services for 
new communities2 

1,803 1,123 1,151 1,180 5,257 

Better services in your community – Cleaning up our 
suburbs 

1,600 340 0 0 1,940 

Better services in your community – Container 
Deposit Scheme1 

809 356 364 372 1,901 

Better services in your community – Expanding the 
Domestic Animal Shelter 

0 0 4 8 12 

Better services in your community – Essential Waste 
Management Infrastructure 

0 0 0 300 300 

Better services in your community – Faster bus travel 0 0 7 19 26 
Better services in your community – Improving waste 

management 
1,749 1,818 1,863 1,910 7,340 

Better services in your community – Increasing 
recycling and reducing waste1 

955 582 593 602 2,732 

Better services in your community – Investing in 
community transport 

650 558 421 334 1,963 

Better services in your community – Kerbside bulky 
waste collection 

1,044 0 0 0 1,044 

Better services in your community – Maintaining 
quality sportsgrounds 

1,500 1,400 1,250 1,250 5,400 

Better services in your community – More local parks 0 0 1 2 3 
Better services in your community – Revitalising 

Woden Library 
283 291 303 312 1,189 

Better services in your community – School transport 
for children with a disability 

1,100 1,128 1,156 1,185 4,569 

Better services in your community – Supporting 
animal welfare5 

308 NFP NFP NFP 308 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Footpath and 
cycleway and upgrades 

0 0 10 30 40 

Building a better city – Bus service improvements3 0 0 0 0 0 
Building a better city – Federal Highway and 

Old Well Station Road Intersection upgrade 
0 0 12 24 36 

Building a better city – Fixing local roads 1,500 1,500 1,500 0 4,500 
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  2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Expense initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Building a better city – Gundaroo Drive duplication – 

Stage 2 
0 0 0 28 28 

Building a better city – Improving Tharwa Village fire 
fighting water supply 

0 0 14 28 42 

Building a better city – Light Rail Stage 2 – City to 
Woden – Design and procurement2 

13,233 2,104 2,342 0 17,679 

Building a better city – Rehabilitating landfill sites 0 0 0 120 120 
Building a better city – Revitalising local town centres 0 0 40 120 160 
Building a better city – Upgrading stormwater 

infrastructure on Flemington Road 
0 0 0 10 10 

Smarter government spending – Portfolio efficiencies 308 1,312 1,816 1,820 5,256 
Total 27,131 10,431 9,777 6,600 53,939 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has a capital component; this component (and depreciation if applicable) is listed in the summary table in 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives (Chapter 3.3). 
3. The funding of this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative.  

Table 3.3.2: Infrastructure and capital initiatives 

 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
      
Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate      
Better schools for our kids – Safer walking and cycling 

around schools2 
0 0 0 0 0 

Better services in your community – City services for 
new communities2 

513 0 0 0 513 

Better services in your community – Expanding the 
Domestic Animal Shelter2 

400 150 0 0 550 

Better services in your community – Essential Waste 
Management Infrastructure2 

6,070 14,922 2,276 2,023 25,291 

Better services in your community – Faster bus travel2 750 500 500 0 1,750 
Better services in your community – Integrated bus 

and light rail ticketing5 
2,100 NFP NFP 0 2,100 

Better services in your community – More local parks2 100 0 0 0 100 
Better services in your community – Revitalising 

Woden Library1,2 
0 0 0 0 0 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Belconnen 
bikeway 

250 1,250 3,200 0 4,700 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Footpath and 
cycleway and upgrades2 

0 0 0 0 0 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Secure bike 
parking 

20 0 0 0 20 

Building a better city – Dickson Bus Station – Land 
acquisition5 

NFP 0 0 0 NFP 

Building a better city – Federal Highway and Old Well 
Station Road Intersection upgrade2 

1,200 0 0 0 1,200 

Building a better city – Gundaroo Drive duplication – 
Stage 22 

5,000 15,000 10,000 0 30,000 

Building a better city – Improving Tharwa Village fire 
fighting water supply2 

250 1,177 0 0 1,427 

Building a better city – Light Rail Stage 2 – City to 
Woden – Design and procurement 

3,267 15,896 16,658 0 35,821 
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 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 
Infrastructure and capital initiatives Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate  
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 
Building a better city – Monaro Highway upgrade early 

planning1 
0 1,000 1,000 0 2,000 

Building a better city – New Bus Depot Woden5 NFP NFP 0 0 NFP 
Building a better city – Pialligo Avenue duplication 

early planning1 
0 2,000 2,000 0 4,000 

Building a better city – Rehabilitating landfill sites2 3,544 5,552 17,427 8,322 34,845 
Building a better city – Revitalising local town centres2 0 0 0 0 0 
Building a better city – Upgrading stormwater 

infrastructure on Flemington Road2 
150 850 0 0 1,000 

Total 23,614 58,297 53,061 10,345 145,317 

Notes:  
1. This initiative has a revenue component; this is listed in the summary table in Revenue initiatives (Chapter 3.4). 
2. This initiative has an expense component; this is listed in the summary table in Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2). 
3. The funding for this initiative is to be absorbed by the agency. 
4. This is a joint initiative, ie delivered by more than one agency. 
5. NFP indicates not for publication. A provision has been included in the budget for the estimated cost of this initiative. 

Table 5.2.2: Summary of the 2017-18 Budget Capital Works Program 

Agency Financing 
2017-18 

$’000 

Financing 
2018-19 

$’000 

Financing 
2019-20 

$’000 

Financing 
2020-21 

$’000 

Total 
Investment 

$’000 
      

Transport Canberra and City Services 
Directorate 

     

New Capital Works  23,614 41,151 33,203 10,345 108,313 
Better Infrastructure Fund 20,639 21,155 21,684 22,226 85,704 
WorksinProgress  144,789 75,663 8,643 8,438 237,533 
Total 189,042 137,969 63,530 41,009 431,550 

Note: Numbers may not add due to rounding. 

Selected Initiatives 

Expense Initiatives 

Better schools for our kids – Safer walking and cycling around schools 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 530 543 562 586 2,221 
Associated Depreciation 0 13 26 26 65 
Net Expenses 530 556 588 612 2,286 
Associated Capital 525 525 0 0 1,050 
Offset – Capital 525 525 0 0 -1,050 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will provide a range of safety measures at 20 schools across the Territory to 
improve road safety and encourage walking and cycling to school. The program will include school 
crossing supervisors and physical improvements to school crossings, including line marking and 
additional signage. The capital component will be funded from the Better Infrastructure Fund. 
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Better services in your community – Boosting Libraries ACT 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 375 0 0 0 375 

The Government will ensure Canberrans continue to have access to high quality library services 
through the allocation of additional funding to address rising costs. The Government will 
undertake a review in 2017 to consider service provision in Libraries ACT. 

Better services in your community – City services for new communities 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,803 0 0 0 1,803 
Provision – Expenses 0 1,123 1,151 1,180 3,454 
Net Expenses 1,803 1,123 1,151 1,180 5,257 
Associated Capital 513 0 0 0 513 

The Government will provide municipal services to new residences across Canberra, including infill 
developments and greenfield housing estates. The services provided will maintain the public realm 
and help meet the needs of a growing population, including the supply of garbage and recycling 
bins to new homes. The funding from 201819 will be held in a central provision, subject to a 
review of the methodology to fund services associated with city growth. The review will consider 
the change in the mix of urban growth that has occurred in recent years. 

Better services in your community – Cleaning up our suburbs 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,600 340 0 0 1,940 

The Government will undertake additional work to improve the appearance of the city. Programs 
to be undertaken include weed control, removal of obsolete assets, graffiti prevention, 
maintenance works at major road entry points to the ACT and the airport, and tree clearing under 
powerlines.  

Better services in your community – Investing in community transport 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,074 0 0 0 1,074 
Provision – Expenses 0 993 866 791 2,650 
Offset – Expenses 424 435 445 457 -1,761 
Net Expenses 650 558 421 334 1,963 

The Government will begin a six month trial of a flexible bus service to residents of the Inner 
North, and continue the work of the Community Transport Coordination Centre for a further year. 
The Government will progress work to fully realise the potential of the service. 

Better services in your community – School transport for children with a disability 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,100 1,128 1,156 1,185 4,569 

The Government will continue to provide transport to and from ACT public schools for students 
with a disability, through the Special Needs Transport fleet. The Government has fully funded this 
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service in anticipation of the handover of this program to the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme. 

Building a better city – Bus service improvements 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 3,800 1,025 1,050 1,077 6,952 
Offset – Expenses 3,800 1,025 1,050 1,077 -6,952 
Net Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 

The Government will continue a range of public transport initiatives including the Free City Loop 
service and the airport bus service. The Government will also deliver additional routes, including 
continuing the Weston City Bus service; and relaunching the Xpresso Routes. The offset will be 
funded from within existing resources. 

Building a better city – Fixing local roads 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 1,500 1,500 1,500 0 4,500 

The Government will conduct additional road resealing to maintain high quality roads within the 
ACT, and improve road safety and ride quality. 

Building a better city – Light Rail Stage 2 – City to Woden – Design and procurement 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Expenses 13,233 0 0 0 13,233 
Provision – Expenses 0 2,104 2,342 0 4,446 
Net Expenses 13,233 2,104 2,342 0 17,679 
Associated Capital 3,267 0 0 0 3,267 
Provision – Capital 0 15,896 16,658 0 32,554 
Net Capital 3,267 15,896 16,658 0 35,821 

The Government will further advance the second stage of light rail between the City and Woden 
by developing a business case that would be prepared following investigations into route 
selection, design and procurement methodology, along with an urban renewal strategy. 
Construction costs of the project will be formally considered by the Government following 
completion of the business case.  

Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives 

Better services in your community – Essential Waste Management Infrastructure 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 6,070 14,922 2,276 2,023 25,291 
Depreciation 0 0 5,058 5,058 10,116 
Associated Expenses 0 0 0 300 300 
Net Expenses 0 0 5,058 5,358 10,416 

The Government will construct additional landfill capacity at the Mugga Lane Resource 
Management Centre to ensure continued operations beyond 2020, when current capacity is 
expected to expire. 
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Better services in your community – Faster bus travel 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 750 500 500 0 1,750 
Depreciation 0 0 20 30 50 
Associated Expenses 0 0 7 19 26 
Net Expenses 0 0 27 49 76 

The Government will provide new bus stops in Griffith and along Gundaroo Drive, as well as 
constructing terminal and driver facilities in Dickson and better facilities in the City, Tuggeranong 
Valley and Watson. 

Better services in your community – Integrated bus and light rail ticketing 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 2,100 0 0 0 2,100 
Provision – Capital 0 NFP NFP 0 NFP 
Net Capital 2,100 NFP NFP 0 NFP 
Depreciation 0 0 0 1,000 1,000 

The Government will replace the existing MyWay ticket system with a new integrated system that 
will operate on both buses and light rail. Funding in the outyears for this initiative has been placed 
in a central provision.  

Better services in your community – More local parks 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 100 0 0 0 100 
Depreciation 0 5 5 5 15 
Associated Expenses 0 0 1 2 3 
Net Expenses 0 5 6 7 18 

The Government will construct a natural playground in Giralang, adjacent to the current shop site. 
The Government will work with the University of Canberra and its students and Design Faculty to 
design the space, providing real world experience and collaboration with our university sector. 

Better services in your community – Revitalising Woden Library 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 1,000 573 0 0 1,573 
Offset – Capital 1,000 573 0 0 -1,573 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 
Depreciation 0 162 197 197 556 
Associated Expenses 354 364 379 390 1,487 
Offset – Associated Expenses 71 73 76 78 -298 
Associated Revenue 10 21 21 21 73 
Net Expenses 273 432 479 488 1,672 

The Government will relocate the Heritage Library from the current location at the Woden Library, 
to 255 Canberra Avenue, Fyshwick, to provide better facilities for the heritage collection. This 
initiative includes the fitout for the new Heritage Library premises, and refurbishment of areas in 
the Woden Library which will then be available for community use. 
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The capital component of this initiative will be funded through the Better Infrastructure Fund. The 
expenses will be partially offset by the increase in the dividend paid by Property Group for 
additional rent received and fees collected by Libraries ACT from users of the vacated space at the 
Woden Library. 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Belconnen bikeway 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 250 0 0 0 250 
Provision – Capital 0 1,250 3,200 0 4,450 
Net Capital 250 1,250 3,200 0 4,700 

The Government will design and construct a bikeway in Belconnen to link the University of 
Canberra, Radford College, Canberra Institute of Technology Bruce campus and the 
GIO Stadium with the Belconnen town centre. This bikeway will connect with existing community 
paths and the new cycle path established as part of the Aikman Drive duplication, while providing 
a separated cycle route along Benjamin Way. 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Footpath and cycleway upgrades 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 1,220 1,000 1,000 1,000 4,220 
Offset – Capital 1,220 1,000 1,000 1,000 -4,220 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 
Depreciation 
Associated Expenses 

0 
0 

25 
0 

50 
10 

75 
30 

150 
40 

Net Expenses 0 25 60 105 190 

The Government will enhance community path networks in identified high priority areas across 
the ACT. This will include pedestrian refuges and crossings, cycleways and agefriendly walking and 
cycling improvements. Upgrades will also be undertaken on the Stirling Avenue walking trail in 
Watson. The capital component of this initiative is funded through the Better Infrastructure Fund. 

Building a better city – Active Travel – Secure bike parking 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 20 0 0 0 20 
Depreciation 0 1 1 1 3 

The Government will install ten customised bike racks in Braddon. The bike racks have been 
designed by local artists as part of a competition. 

Building a better city – Monaro Highway upgrade early planning 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 0 1,000 1,000 0 2,000 
Associated Revenue 500 500 0 0 1,000 

The Government will provide funding to match the Commonwealth’s funding offer to prepare the 
business case and possible future options to upgrade the Monaro Highway between Calwell and 
Symonston. Construction of the project would be dependent on the outcome of this work and on 
the nature and quantum of a financial contribution from the Commonwealth Government.  
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Building a better city – New Bus Depot Woden 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Provision – Capital NFP NFP 0 0 NFP 

The Government will construct a new bus depot in Phillip, providing additional facilities for up to 
120 buses to accommodate growth in the bus fleet. The new depot will provide undercover bus 
parking, administrative facilities and offices, maintenance, refuelling and bus washing facilities.  

Building a better city – Revitalising local town centres 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Capital 4,000 4,000 0 0 8,000 
Offset – Capital 4,000 4,000 0 0 -8,000 
Net Capital 0 0 0 0 0 
Depreciation 0 100 200 200 500 
Associated Expenses 0 0 40 120 160 
Net Expenses 0 100 240 320 660 

The Government will design and construct improvements at Gungahlin and Tuggeranong town 
centres, and Kambah group centre over two years. The capital component of this initiative is 
funded from the Better Infrastructure Fund. 

Expense initiatives with associated capital 
  201718 

$’000 
201819 

$’000 
201920 

$’000 
202021 

$’000 
Total 
$’000 

Better schools for our kids – Safer 
walking and cycling around schools 

0 0 0 0 0 

Better services in your community – 
City services for new communities 

513 0 0 0 513 

Building a better city – Light Rail Stage 
2 – City to Woden – Design and 
procurement 

3,267 15,896 16,658 0 35,821 

Refer to Expense initiatives (Chapter 3.2) for more information. 


	About ACTCOSS
	Snapshot Overview
	The Budget Big Picture

	Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate
	Overview
	Ibrahim and Sadaf

	TABLE NOTES
	Property
	Transport
	Assumptions
	Utilities
	Assumptions

	Selected Initiatives
	New Expense Initiatives
	Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives
	Revenue Initiatives


	Community Services Directorate and Housing ACT
	Overview
	Community Services Measures

	Selected Initiatives
	Community Services Directorate – Expense Initiatives
	Community Services Directorate – Infrastructure initiatives
	Housing – Expense Initiatives


	Education Directorate
	Overview
	Selected Initiatives
	Expense Initiatives
	Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives


	Environment and Planning Directorate
	Overview
	Selected Initiatives
	Expense Initiatives


	Health
	Overview
	Selected Initiatives
	Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives


	Justice and Community Safety Directorate and Legal Aid Commission (ACT)
	Overview
	Selected Initiatives
	Expense Initiatives


	Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate
	Overview
	Selected Initiatives
	Expense Initiatives
	Infrastructure and Capital Initiatives



